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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
Application: All clinics licensed by the Department of Public Health

Section 1200 of the California Health & Safety Code (H&SC): 

 Primary Care Clinics
 Specialty Clinics

 Surgical Clinics
 Chronic Dialysis Clinics
 Rehabilitation Clinics (PT, OT, social, speech pathology, 

audiology)
 Alternative Birthing Centers

 Psychology Clinics

Section 1250 (Hospitals providing outpatient clinical services in a 
freestanding building):

 Radiological/Imaging Service Space
 Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
 Nuclear Medicine
 Cancer Treatment/Infusion Therapy
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
CBC Section 1.10 – Office of Statewide Health 
Planning and Development

Section 1.10.3 - OSHPD 3

Application – Licensed clinics and any freestanding building under a 
hospital license where outpatient clinical services are provided.

Enforcing Agency – Local building department.

Applicable administrative standards – Part 1, Chapter 7, & Part 2, 
Section 1.10.

Applicable building standards – California Building Standards Code, 
Title 24, Parts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 11 including all amendments with the 
acronym [OSHPD 3].
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
OSHPD Code Application Notice (CAN) 1-7-2100 Clinics:

Title 24 Part (1) - California Administrative Code, Chapter (7) - Safety Standards for 
Health Facilities, Section (2100) - Plan Review, Building Inspection and Certification 
of Surgical Clinics, Chronic Dialysis Clinics and Outpatient Services Clinics.

OSHPD 3 requirements for clinics only apply to clinics that are licensed by the 
Department of Public Health (DPH), either pursuant to H&SC Section 1200 or 
Section 1250.  Code enforcement is under the local building department, except:

 Owners may request surgical or dialysis clinics or hospital outpatient services be reviewed by 
OSHPD

 Local building departments may request surgical or dialysis clinics or hospital outpatient 
services be reviewed by OSHPD

 OSHPD will review these clinics for compliance with OSHPD 3 requirements only.  The local 
building department will still review for the balance of CBSC requirements and is 
responsible for permitting, field inspections and final inspection/Certificate of Occupancy

Follow the Flow Chart

Will the clinic be licensed by the Department of Public Health?

 If Yes, is that license a 1250 Hospital license or a 1200 Clinic license?

 If Not, the “clinic” is not subject to OSHPD 3 requirements.
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics

If NOT licensed by CDPH:

 It is considered a “Doctor’s Office” (under the physician’s medical license) –
OSHPD 3 requirements do not apply; or

 It may be an Ambulatory Surgical Clinic (ASC), certified for Medicare.  OSHPD 
3 requirements still do not apply, although it will be inspected for 
compliance with NFPA 101 by CDPH prior to certification.
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
If licensed under 1250 (Hospitals):

 It is considered a “Hospital Building” (if 
attached to, and part of, the Hospital) –
OSHPD’s jurisdiction; or

 For a “Freestanding Building” – The 
Owner may elect to be under OSHPD’s 
jurisdiction; or

 Owner may elect to be under Local 
Building Jurisdiction:

 If the Local Jurisdiction WILL
certify: Local review, inspection & 
approval to OSHPD 3

 If the Local Jurisdiction  WILL NOT
certify:

 OSHPD review & certify to 
OSHPD 3 only, and

 Local review to balance of CBSC, 
permit, inspection and final 
approval including OSHPD 3.
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
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OSHPD 3 - Clinics
If licensed under 1200 (Clinics):

 It is considered a “Primary Care Clinic” –
under Local Jurisdiction; or

 It is considered a “Specialty Clinic”:

 If NOT a Surgical or Dialysis Clinic –
Local review, inspection & approval to 
OSHPD 3

 If it IS a Surgical or Dialysis Clinic –
Owner may elect:

 OSHPD Review

 OSHPD reviews all Title 24 
including OSHPD 3

 Local 
permit/inspection/approval

OR

 Local Review

 Local review, inspection & 
approval to OSHPD 3; or

 OSHPD review & certify to 
OSHPD 3 only, and

 Local review balance of CBSC, 
permit, inspection and final 
approval including OSHPD 3.

 Surgical and Dialysis Clinics – CDPH 
inspection to NFPA 101
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2013 CBC Section 1226

General
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CBC Section 1226 [OSHPD 3]
CBC Chapter 12 – Interior Environment Sections:

1224 [OSHPD 1] Hospitals;

1225 [OSHPD 2] Skilled Nursing & Intermediate-Care 
Facilities;

1226 [OSHPD 3] Clinics; and

1227 [OSHPD 4] Correctional Treatment Centers

Section 1224 - Although Section 1224 is titled “Hospitals”, Sections 1224.3 
– “Definitions”, and 1224.4 – “General Construction” are intended for all
licensed health facilities.  Section 1226 does reference back to these sections in 
1224.  Compliance is required wherever these sections are applicable.

Section 1226 – Applies to all outpatient clinical services of a hospital 
provided in a freestanding building, primary care clinics, specialty clinics, and 
psychology clinics licensed by the Department of Public Health.
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CBC Section 1226 - Overview
Section 1226.3 & 1226.4 – General construction (wherever applicable for 
all types of clinics):

Section 1226.5 Outpatient Services of a Hospital
General Support areas

Radiological/Imaging Service Space

Gastrointestinal Endoscopy

Nuclear Medicine

Cancer Treatment/Infusion Therapy

Section 1226.6 Primary Care Clinics

Section 1226.8 Surgical Clinics

Section 1226.9 Chronic Dialysis Clinics

Section 1226.10  Rehabilitation Clinics

Section 1226.11  Alternative Birthing Clinics

Section 1226.12  Psychology Clinics
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Exam and Treatment Rooms
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Section 1226.3 – Definitions: refer to Section 1224.3

Section 1226.4 – General construction (wherever applicable):

Section 1226.4.1 Examination rooms– reference to 
1224.4.4.1.1: minimum clear floor area of 80 square feet, the 
least dimension of which shall be 8 feet.  The room shall 
contain a handwashing fixture.

Floor Area, Clear – The actual occupied area exclusive of 
fixed or wall-mounted cabinets, built-in shelves, toilet 
rooms, closets, lockers, wardrobes, alcoves, anterooms or 
vestibules.

Note: an area with a dimension less than 8 feet is 
considered an alcove off the main area, and is not 
considered part of the required clear floor area.
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Examination and treatment areas

Exam Room – A room with a bed, stretcher, or examination table 
and capability for periodic monitoring (e.g. measurement of blood 
pressure or pulse oximetry) in which procedures that do not 
require a specialized suite can be performed (e.g. pelvic 
examination, blood transfusion).

Operating Room – A room specifically designed for the 
performance of surgical procedures. (In common understanding, 
this means most types of surgical procedures, especially those 
involving the administration of anesthesia, multiple 
personnel, recovery room access, and a fully controlled 
environment.)

Treatment/Procedure Room – not defined, but more than an 
exam room and less than an Operating Room.
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CBC Section 1226 - General
1226.4.1  Examination and treatment areas

1224.4.4.1.2  Treatment Room – Unless specified elsewhere, if a 
treatment room is provided, it shall have a minimum clear floor 
area of 120 square feet, the least dimension of which shall be 10 
feet.  A minimum of 3 feet is required between the sides and foot 
of the bed/gurney/table and any wall or other fixed obstruction.  
The room shall contain an examination light, work counter for 
medical equipment, a handwashing station, cabinets, medication 
storage and counter for writing or electronic documentation.

Table 1224.4.11 shows “smooth and easily cleanable ceilings with 
out perforations or fissures” and a prohibition of carpet in 
“treatment rooms” verses “pin-perforated, fine fissures, or lightly 
textured ceilings” and an allowance for carpet “upon approval by 
the licensing agency” for “exam rooms.”
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Miscellaneous requirements

1226.4.2.1  Station outlets – reference to 1224.4.6.1 (Table 1224.4.6.1)

1226.4.2.2  Gas & vacuum requirements – refer to 1224.4.6.2 (design 
& installation per NFPA 99)
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Miscellaneous requirements

1226.4.2.5  Nurse call systems – refer to 1224.4.6.5 (Table 1224.4.6.5)
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Corridors

1226.4.3.1  Outpatient services – refer to 1224.4.7.3 (5-foot width 
general, 44” width if exam rooms only)

1226.4.3.2  Corridor width: For clinics with bed/gurney patients refer 
to Section 1224.4.7.1 – The minimum width of corridors and hallways 
shall be 8 feet.

Doors and Windows

1226.4.4.1  Toilet room doors – refer to 1224.4.8.1:  Doors to toilet 
rooms shall have an opening of not less than 32” clear in width and shall 
be equipped with hardware which will permit the door to swing outward 
or in a manner to negate the need to push against a patient who may 
have collapsed within the toilet room.
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Interior Finishes

1226.4.7.4  Ceilings – refer to 1224.4.11.4 and Table 1224.4.11: 

Semi-restricted areas: such as airborne infection isolation 
exam/treatment rooms, surgical corridors, central sterile supply 
spaces and minor surgical procedure rooms, shall be non-
absorptive, non-perforated, capable of withstanding cleaning with 
chemicals, and without crevices that can harbor mold and bacterial 
growth.  If a lay-in ceiling is provided, it shall be gasketed or each ceiling 
tile shall weigh at least one pound per square foot to prevent the 
passage of particles from the cavity above the ceiling plane into the 
semi-restricted environment.

Restricted areas:  Shall be monolithic with no cracks or perforations, 
scrubbable and able to withstand cleaning and/or disinfecting 
chemicals.  All access openings in restricted area ceilings shall be 
gasketed.
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Interior Finishes

24

Semi–Restricted Area – Surgery Corridors

Restricted Area
Operating Rooms

Sterile Core

Unrestricted Area – Reception, Waiting, Pre-Op

Unrestricted Area – General Corridors, PACU



CBC Section 1226 - General
Interior Finishes
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Garbage, solid waste, medical waste and trash storage

1226.4.9.1  Location – Location of compactors, balers, sharps containers, and 
recycling container staging at docks or other waste removal areas shall comply with 
Section 1224.4.2. (remote from patient care areas)

1226.4.9.2  Enclosure – A lockable room or screened enclosure of at least 25 square 
feet shall be provided for the washing and cleaning of garbage containers and for the 
storage of garbage, trash and other solid wastes:

 Concrete floor and curb with a drain to sewer

 Steam or hot water and cold water supplies in accordance with the CPC

 25 square feet and minimum 4 foot dimension.  Size may be modified by the local 
enforcing agency.

1226.4.9.3  Waste holding room – As an alternate, a holding room for medical 
waste and garbage may be provided:

 Minimum dimension of 25 square feet, with the least dimension of which is 4 feet.

 100 % exhaust ventilation

 All finishes shall comply with 1224.4.11 (wet cleaning)

 Waste holding shall have convenient access to an exterior door.
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Support areas for examination and treatment rooms
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Support areas for examination and treatment rooms

1226.4.13.1  Administrative center(s) (Nurse Stations):  counters and storage, 
convenient access to handwashing fixtures, may include reception, charting and 
communication.

1226.4.13.2  Medication station - either of the following:

 Medicine preparation room or area:  entry under visual control of staff and 
shall include:

 Work counter

 Sink

 Lockable refrigerator

 Convenient access to handwashing fixture

 Locked storage for biologicals and drugs (controlled immuno-proteins and medication)

 Self-contained medicine-dispensing unit:  location shall be permitted in the 
clean utility room or the nurses’ station; adequate security for medications and 
adequate lighting to easily identify drugs; convenient access to handwashing 
fixture.
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CBC Section 1226 - General
Support areas for examination and treatment rooms

1226.4.13.3  Clean Utility Room - shall contain:

 Work counter

 Handwashing fixture

 Storage facilities for clean and sterile supplies

If the room is used only for storage and holding as part of a system for distribution of 
clean and sterile materials, the work counter and handwashing fixture may be omitted.  
Soiled and clean utility rooms shall be separated and have no direct connection.

1226.4.13.4   Soiled Workroom - shall contain:

 Clinic sink (Exception: Primary-care Clinics w/ patient toilet equipped with bedpan 
flushing)

 Handwashing fixture

 Work counter

 Storage cabinets

 Designated area for waste receptacles

 Designated area for soiled linen receptacles

For temporary holding of materials, provision shall be made for separate collection, storage 
and disposal of soiled materials.
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2013 CBC Section 1226.5

Outpatient Services of a Hospital
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
Outpatient Clinical Services of a Hospital - General

1226.5.1  Support areas for patients:
 Patient toilet room(s) – refer to 1226.4.14.1

 Specimen and/or blood collection facilities – refer to 1224.4.4.2

1226.5.2  General support services and facilities:
 Garbage, soiled waste, medical waste and trash storage – refer to 1226.4.9

 Housekeeping room – refer to 1224.4.15

1226.5.3  Public and administrative areas:
 Reception – refer to 1226.4.16.1.1

 Outpatient waiting room – refer to 1224.4.5

 Public toilet(s) – refer to 1224.4.5

 Public telephone access – refer to 1224.4.5

 Drinking fountains – refer to 1224.4.5

 Medical records – refer to 1226.4.16.2.1

 Equipment and supply storage – refer to 1226.4.16.2.2

1226.5.4  Support areas for staff: 
 Staff toilet(s) – refer to 1226.4.17.1

 Storage for employees – refer to 1226.4.17.2
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.5  Radiological/Imaging Service Space:
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.5  Radiological/Imaging Service Space:

1226.5.5.1 Support spaces for radiological/imaging services:

 Patient toilet room(s) – In service spaces with procedure rooms that do 
not require dedicated patient toilets, provide a minimum of one patient 
toilet room within the service space, refer to 1226.4.14.1

 Outpatient change area – A separate space shall be provided where 
outpatients change from street clothing & gown, clothing storage, 
convenient to the imaging rooms

 Staff facilities – if 3 or more procedure rooms – staff toilet internal to 
space

 Handwashing fixtures – required within the unit

 Imaging storage (active) – means of sorting & filing film or electronic 
media for immediate retrieval

 Medication station – refer to 1226.4.13.2

 Areas for off-site laundry services – refer to 1226.4.15.1

 Radiation protection – refer to 1224.18.1.1 (physicist’s report)

33



CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.5  Radiological/Imaging Service Space (continued):

1226.5.6  X-ray examination services:

 X-ray room

 Shielded alcove – when provided, refer to 1224.18.1.1

 Fluoroscopy room – when provided, shall have a toilet off procedure 
room in addition to other toilet rooms in or adjacent to the service space

 Space for processing images

 Viewing – office or other space for viewing and reporting radiographic 
examination

1226.5.7  Computerized Tomography (CT) scanning – refer to 1224.18.3

1226.5.8  Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) – refer to 1224.18.4

1226.5.9  Ultrasound – refer to 1224.18.5 (toilet room off procedure room)

1226.5.10  Mammography – refer to 1224.18.6 
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.11  Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.11  Gastrointestinal Endoscopy – refer to 1224.39.3 :

 Procedure room(s) –refer to 1224.39.3.1.1; handwashing fixture:1224.39.3.1.2

 Processing room – refer to 1224.39.3.2

 Pre-operative patient holding – refer to 1224.15.2

 Post-anesthesia recovery area – refer to 1224.16

 Communication system – refer to 1224.39.3.5

 Support areas for outpatient gastrointenstinal endoscopy:
 Control room – refer to 1224.15.3.1

 Medication station – refer to 1226.4.13.2

 Soiled workroom – refer to 1224.15.3.8

 Clean utility room – refer to 1224.15.3.8

 Anesthesia workroom – refer to 1224.15.3.9

 Storage room for equipment and supplies – refer to 1224.15.3.11

 Staff clothing change areas – refer to 1224.15.3.11

 Housekeeping room – refer to 1224.39.2, Item 7

 Cleanup room – refer to 1224.39.2, Item 4

 Sterile and pharmaceutical supply storage – refer to 1226.4.13.5

 Additional support areas for patients: Outpatient change area –separate space shall be 
provided where patients change out of street clothing, gowned and are prepared for the 
procedure, including clothing storage, toilet room(s), and sink

36



CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.12  Nuclear Medicine 
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.12  Nuclear Medicine – comply with 1224.34 and the provisions of this 

section:

 Radiation protection – when provided, refer to 1224.34.1.1

 Nuclear medicine room – refer to 1224.34.1.2

 Radiopharmacy – when provided, refer to 1224.34.1.3

 Support areas for nuclear medicine services:

 Cleanup – refer to 1224.34.2.2

 Dose administration area – refer to 1224.34.2.5

 Holding – refer to 1224.34.2.6

 Patient dressing rooms – refer to 1224.34.2.7

 Patient toilet room(s) – refer to 1224.34.2.8

 Staff toilet room(s) – refer to 1224.34.2.9

 Handwashing fixtures – refer to 1224.34.2.10

 Control desk and reception – refer to 1226.5.3

 Clean linen storage – storage area for clean linen shall be provided

 Soiled and contaminated material – refer to 1224.34.2.13
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.12  Nuclear Medicine – (continued)

 Radioatherapy service space – when provided, comply with the 
following:

 Radiation protection – refer to 1224.34.3.2

 Room sizes – refer to 1224.34.3.3

 General support area – refer to 1224.34.3.4

 Additional support areas for linear accelerator:

 Block/Mold room(s) – refer to 1224.34.4.1 & .2

 Additional support areas for cobalt room:

 Hot lab

 High dose rate brachytherapy room
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.13  Cancer Treatment/Infusion Therapy:
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CBC Sect. 1226.5–Outpatient Services
1226.5.13  Cancer Treatment/Infusion Therapy:

 Treatment area location – refer to 1224.39.4.2.1

 Nurses’ station(s) – refer to 1224.39.4.2.2

 Individual patient treatment areas – refer to 1224.39.4.2.3

 Handwashing fixtures – refer to 1224.39.4.2.4

 Privacy – refer to 1224.39.4.2.5

 Medication dispensing – refer to 1224.39.4.2.6

 Examination room – refer to 1224.39.4.2.7

 Clean utility room – refer to 1224.39.4.2.8

 Soiled utility room – refer to 1224.39.4.2.9

 Nourishment station – refer to 1224.39.4.2.10

 Housekeeping – refer to 1224.39.4.2.11

 Supplies – refer to 1224.39.4.2.12

 Storage – refer to 1224.39.4.2.13

 Clean linen storage – refer to 1224.39.4.2.14

 Patient storage – refer to 1224.39.4.3.2
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2013 CBC Section 1226.6

Primary Care Clinics
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CBC Section 1226.6 – Primary Care
Primary Care Clinics
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CBC Section 1226.6 – Primary Care
Primary Care Clinics - The following are required:

1226.6.1  Examination rooms – refer to 1224.4.4.1: Examination or treatment room 
– 80 square feet with the least dimension of 8 feet, shall contain a handwashing 
fixture.

1226.6.2  Treatment room(s) – Treatment room(s) for minor procedures (e.g. minor 
surgical procedures, casting), if provided, shall have a minimum area of 120 square 
feet, the least dimension of which shall be 10 feet, excluding such spaces such as 
vestibules and work counters, and shall meet the requirements in Section 1224.4.4.1 
[handwashing fixture, etc.]

1226.6.2  Support areas for examination rooms:
 Administrative center/nurse station – refer to 1226.4.13.1

 Medication station – refer to 1226.4.13.2

 Clean utility room - refer to 1226.4.13.3

 Soiled workroom or soiled holding – refer to 1226.4.13.4

1226.6.3  Support areas for patients:
 Patient toilet room(s) – refer to 1226.4.14.1

 Specimen collection and/or blood collection facilities – When provided, refer to 
1226.4.4.2
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CBC Section 1226.6 – Primary Care
Primary Care Clinics - The following are required (continued):

1226.6.4  General support services and facilities:

 Garbage, solid waste, medical waste and trash storage – refer to  1226.4.9

 Housekeeping room – refer to 1226.4.15

1226.6.5  Public and administrative areas:

 Reception – refer to 1226.4.16.1.1

 Outpatient waiting room – refer to 1226.4.4.5

 Public toilet(s) - refer to 1226.4.4.5

 Public telephone access – refer to 1226.4.4.5

 Drinking fountains – refer to 1224.4.5

 Medical records – refer to 1226.4.16.2.1

 Equipment and supply storage – refer to 1226.4.16.2.2

1226.6.6  Support areas for staff:

 Staff toilet(s) – refer to 1226.4.17.1

 Storage for employees – refer to 1226.4.17.2
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2013 CBC Section 1226.8 - 11

Specialty Clinics
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CBC Sect. 1226.8 – Specialty Clinics
Surgical Clinics
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CBC Sect. 1226.8 – Specialty Clinics
Surgical Clinics

1226.8.1  Outpatient surgical service space:

 Operating rooms - refer to 1224.39.2, Item 1

 Preoperative patient holding – refer to 1224.15.2

 Post-anesthesia recovery area – refer to 1224.16

1226.8.2  Support areas for outpatient surgery:

 Control station – refer to 1224.15.3.1

 Supervisor’s office or station – refer to 1224.15.3.2

 Sub-sterile areas – when provided, refer to 1224.15.3.3

 Medication station – refer to 1226.4.13.2

 Scrub facilities – refer to 1224.15.3.5

 Clock – refer to 1224.15.3.6

 Soiled workroom – refer to 1224.15.3.7

 Clean utility room – refer to 1224.15.3.8

 Anesthesia work room – refer to 1224.15.3.9
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CBC Sect. 1226.8 – Specialty Clinics
Surgical Clinics

1226.8.2  Support areas for outpatient surgery (continued):

 Equipment storage room(s) for equipment and supplies used in 
outpatient surgery – refer to 1224.15.3.10

 Staff clothing change areas – refer to 1224.15.3.11

 Housekeeping – refer to 1224.39.2, Item 7

 Cleanup room – refer to 1224.39.2, Item 4

 Sterile and pharmaceutical supply storage – refer to 1226.4.13.5

 Sterilization facilities – refer to 1226.4.13.6

1226.8.3  Support areas for patients:

 Patient toilet room(s) – refer to 1226.4.14.1

 Outpatient change area – separate space where patient change out of 
their street clothing and are prepared for the procedure, clothing storage, 
toilet room(s), sink, and space for changing and gowning
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CBC Sect. 1226.9 – Specialty Clinics
Chronic Dialysis Clinics
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CBC Sect. 1226.9 – Specialty Clinics
Chronic Dialysis Clinics

1226.9.1  Examination and treatment rooms:

 Examination room(s) – minimum clear area of 100 sf, handwashing fixture

 Treatment room(s) – when provided, refer to 1224.4.4.1

 Individual patient treatment area(s) – minimum clear area of 80 sf, 4-foot 
minimum around and between beds and/or lounge chairs

o Location – may be an open area and shall be separate from administrative area and 
outpatient waiting room

o Privacy – an open unit shall be designed to provide visual privacy for each patient

 Reception – refer to 1226.4.16.1.1

 Outpatient waiting room – refer to 1224.4.5

 Bloodborne infection isolation room – minimum of one required, 120 sf
minimum clear area, counter and handwashing fixture

 Airborne infection isolation exam/treatment room – refer to 1224.4.4.1.1

 Home training – when provided, 120 sf minimum clear area, counter, 
handwashing fixture and a separate drain for fluid disposal
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CBC Sect. 1226.9 – Specialty Clinics
Chronic Dialysis Clinics

1226.9.2  Support areas for examination and treatment rooms:

 Administrative center or nurse station – refer to 1224.13.1

 Handwashing fixtures – no more than 4 patient stations per fixture 

 Medication station – refer to 1226.4.13.2

 Clean utility room – refer to 1226.4.13.3

 Soiled workroom or soiled linen holding – refer to 1226.4.13.4

 Housekeeping room –15 sf min area with Service sink and storage

 Nourishment room – refer to 1226.4.13.7

 Sterilization facilities– refer to 1226.4.13.6

 Medical records storage – refer to 1226.4.16.2.1

 Equipment and supply storage – refer to 1226.4.16.2.2

1226.9.4 Patient toilet room(s) – directly accessible from treatment area

1226.9.5  General support services and facilities

1226.9.6  Support areas for staff - Staff toilet room(s) and storage
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CBC Sect. 1226.10 – Specialty Clinics
Rehabilitation Clinics
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CBC Sect. 1226.10 – Specialty Clinics
Rehabilitation Clinics comply with 12226.4.3 through 1226.4.8 and:

Support Areas for Therapy Services:

1226.10.1  Support areas for patients - Patient toilet room(s) - refer to 1226.4.14.1

1226.10.2 General support - Garbage and Housekeeping – refer to 1224.4.15

1226.10.3 Public and administrative
 Reception – refer to 1226.4.16.1.1

 Outpatient waiting room – refer to 1224.4.5

 Toilet(s) – refer to 1224.4.4.5

 Drinking fountain – refer to 1224.4.4.5

 Telephone – refer to 1224.4.4.5

 Medical records – refer to 1226.4.16.2.1

 Equipment and supply storage – refer to 1226.4.16.2.2

 Staff toilet(s) – refer to 1226.4.17.1

 Storage for employees – refer to 1226.4.17.2

1226.10.5 Physical Therapy Service Space

1226.10.6 Occupational Therapy Service Space

1226.10.7 Speech Pathology and/or Audiology Service Space
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CBC Sect. 1226.11 – Specialty Clinics
Alternative Birthing Clinics
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CBC Sect. 1226.11 – Specialty Clinics
Alternative Birthing Clinics

1226.11.1  Birthing service space:

 Birthing room – 200 sf clear area including newborn-care area, minimum 
clear dimension of 12 feet, one bed per room, under direct supervision of 
staff, nurse call system at bed

 Hand-washing fixture – per 1224.3, located within or directly outside the 
room

 Lighting – 100 foot-candles at working surfaces

 Window – each birthing room shall have an outside window per 1224.4.9.4

 Privacy – windows or doors with normal sightline into room shall be 
arranged or draped to provide mother and newborn privacy

 Newborn care area – when provided, a separate area shall be provided in 
addition to the birthing room

 Examination room – when provided, refer to 1224.4.4
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2013 CBC Chapter 11B 

For Health Care Facilities
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Accessibility Regulations
Paradigm Shift

California Accessibility Standards in the 2013 CBC

“All areas of newly designed and newly constructed buildings 
and facilities, and altered portions of existing buildings, shall 
comply with these requirements.”

General Approach: Everything must be accessible unless 
specifically noted otherwise.  Hard to argue with the term “ALL”.

“When a site, building, facility, room or space contains more than 
one use, each portion shall comply with the applicable 
requirements for that use.”

Occupancy Groups are no longer used in Chapter 11B.  Specific 
accessibility requirements shall be applied to each and every use
in each and every room.
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Accessibility Regulations
2013 CBC Chapter 11B Organization

General Broad Scope down to Specific Elements

59

Scoping Requirements

(Where & how many)

Specific 
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Accessibility Regulations
Division 2: Scoping Requirements

11B-213  Toilet facilities and bathing facilities.

11B-213.1.1  Toilet facilities for designated user groups – Where toilet 
facilities are provided for the exclusive use of separate user groups, the toilet 
facilities serving each user group shall comply with Section 11B-213.

11B-213.2.2  Unisex (patient) toilet rooms in medical and long-term care 
facilities – Common-use unisex toilet rooms for exclusive patient use not 
located within patient bedrooms shall contain a lavatory and one water 
closet.

11B-223  Medical Care and Long-Term Care Facilities.

11B-223.4  Professional offices of health care providers (shall comply 
with Section 1B-805)
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Accessibility Regulations
Division 8 Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements

11B-805  Medical Care and Long-Term Care Facilities 

11B-805.1  General (all common-use and public-use areas shall comply)

Common-Use.  Interior or exterior circulation paths, rooms, spaces or 
elements that are not for public use and are made available for the shared use 
of two or more people.

Public-Use Areas. Interior or exterior rooms or spaces of a building that are 
made available to the general public and do not include common use areas.  
Public-use areas may be provided at a building that is privately or publicly 
owned.

11B-805.3  Waiting Rooms (5% of seating shall be wheelchair spaces – 10% for 
facilities serving facilities specializing in treating conditions that affect 
mobility, comply with 11B-802.1 – wheelchair spaces)

61



Accessibility Regulations
Division 8 Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements

11B-805.4  Examination, Diagnostic and Treatment Rooms

11B-805.4.1  Beds, Exam Tables, Procedure Tables, Gurneys and Lounge 
Chairs – A 36” minimum wide clear space shall be provided along the full 
length of each side of beds, exam tables, procedure tables, gurneys and lounge 
chairs.

Exception: General exam rooms in non-emergency settings may provide 
clear space on only one side of beds, gurneys and exam tables.

11B-805.4.2  Equipment - Clear space complying with 11B-305.2 shall be 
provided as required for specific equipment.

11B-805.4.3  Turning Space (60” circle or “T” shaped space per 11B-304)

62



Accessibility Regulations
Division 8 Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements

11B-805.4  Examination, Diagnostic and Treatment Rooms
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Accessibility Regulations
Division 8 Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements
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Accessibility Regulations
Division 8 Special Rooms, Spaces and Elements

11B-805.5  Patient Change Areas (shall comply with 11B-222  dressing, fitting 
and locker rooms)

11B-805.6  Hand Washing Fixtures, Lavatories and Sinks – All handwashing 
fixtures, lavatories and sinks shall comply with 11B-606

Exception – Scrub sinks, as identified in CPC Section 221, shall not be 
required to comply with 11B-606.

Note that “employee work areas” need only have an accessible route to the area 
and the ability to get in, turn around and exit – a service sink for cleaning 
endoscopy scopes is an employee work station and is not considered “common 
use.”  Thus 11B-203.9 provides a general exception.

11B-805.7  Built-in Cabinets and Work Surfaces (shall be accessible, 
including patient wardrobes, nurse’s stations, administrative centers, reception 
desks, medicine preparation areas, laboratory work stations, equipment 
consoles, clean & soiled  utility cabinets, and storage areas)
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OSHPD Web Site Resources
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Thank You
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