
 
 

Public Right-of-Way Beautification 
  
In an effort to maintain the beauty of the city’s 
corridors and to keep the pubic right of way clear of 
any eyesore or nuisance, the Neighborhood 
Services Bureau has staff who help to locate and 
remove illegal signs and abandoned shopping carts 
from business corridors and report graffiti and shoes 
on powerlines.  Staff photograph prime examples of 
eyesore signs and placecards. 
  
As a result, the Neighborhood Services Bureau  
successfully removed over 1,420 signs from city 
streets and reported 197 shopping carts for retrieval 
and removal in just the first quarter of the fiscal year! 
 

In addition, 89 residential and commercial 
properties defaced with graffiti were referred 
to the Graffiti Abatement Program.  
  
For more information about these corridor 
beautification efforts, please contact Juan 
Bucio at (562) 570-1098 or email 
juan.bucio@longbeach.gov or Chantara 
Nop at (562) 570-6055, or email 
chantara.nop@longbeach.gov. 



 
Commercial Improvement Rebate Program  

Success in CDBG Funded Areas 
 
The Neighborhood Services Bureau’s, Commercial Improvement Rebate 
Program is a program that provides a reimbursement of up to $2,000 per 
business to commercial property and business owners located on 22 business 
corridors to improve the exterior of their properties. This program is funded 
through the Department of Housing and Urban Development's Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG).  
 
In the 1st Quarter (Oct 2009 to Dec 2009) of FY 2009-2010, Commercial 
Improvement Rebate Program received 34 applications and reimbursed 23 
commercial property and business owners for the amount of $45,128.  
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While no match is required to utilize this program, business and property owners 
frequently invest substantial additional funds to improve the exteriors of their 
businesses which further enhance the appearance of our commercial corridors. 
For example, Andrew & Candace Shouse, the property owners, and A.C. 
Industries and So Cal Imports, the business owners, utilized the Commercial 
Improvement Rebate Program to paint their building, install new storefront 
doors, windows and business signs for the two businesses in this building.  They 
invested an additional $5,807 in exterior improvements for a total 
improvement project that cost $11,807.  
 
Since February 2003, this program has reimbursed 821 commercial property 
and business owners in the amount of $1.57 million.   
 
For more information, please call Phillip Jennings at (562) 570-6007 or e-mail 
phillip.jennings@longbeach.gov. 



 
 

$2,000 City Neighborhood Business Investment Program 
 
The City’s Neighborhood Business Investment Program (NBIP) provides $2,000 
start-up grants to new Long Beach businesses within their first year of operation that are 
located within our Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) areas.  The 
program is administered by the Neighborhood Services Bureau.  
 
In the month of December, the Neighborhood Business Investment Program 
awarded four start-up grants to the following businesses Manny’s Store, Elizabeth 
Ashton Nail Spa, Wilson’s Discount, and Venice Dreams. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jose Manuel Arronez is the owner of Manny’s Store located at 2129 Pacific Avenue.  
Manny’s Store is a miscellaneous retail store with items such as bedding, jewelry, 
clothing and kitchen items.  A one-stop shopping store for all your needs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Ashton is the owner of Elizabeth Ashton Nail Spa located at 501 E. 
Broadway, #A.  Elizabeth Ashton Nail Spa offers specialty nail services, manicures, 
pedicures, nail massages, and herbal treatments. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilson Eng is the owner of Wilson’s Discount located at 4905 Long Beach Boulevard. 
Wilson’s Discount is North Long Beach discount store selling clothing for the younger 
generation. 
 
 

Elsa Diaz and Pedro C. Costa are owners of Venice Dreams located at 800 Pine 
Avenue, Suite 108.  Venice Dreams is a high-end boutique with very unique clothing 
and accessories. 
 
Please contact Becky Almquist at (562) 570-3828 or e-mail  
becky.almquist@longbeach.gov for more information regarding the Neighborhood 
Business Investment Program. 



 
 
 

Traffic Control Cabinet Art Project 
 
More than twenty traffic control cabinets located throughout the City of Long Beach are 
getting facelifts.  Accomplished artists are contributing their talent in an effort to 
tastefully decorate these otherwise dreary metal boxes. 
 
The City’s Neighborhood Services Bureau and the Redevelopment Agency are 
providing funding for this project. 
 
 

Artist John Culqui, who has contributed 
his fine work throughout Long Beach, 
painted the control cabinet located at 
Pacific Avenue and 8th Street.  His 
distinctive and instantly recognizable 
design is reflective of the dog park located 
just up the street at Pacific Avenue and 9th 
Street. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In addition, on the southwest corner of 
Pacific Avenue and Broadway you can 
view the completed work of artist Tyler 
Thys.  This box portrays, in vibrant colors, 
various themes unique to Long Beach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information regarding this project, please contact Jim Fisk at (562) 570-6879, 
or email at james.fisk@longbeach.gov. 
 
 


