
 
 

Neighborhood Resource Center Hosts  
Eating In: Backyard Vegetable Gardens and Orchard Culture 

 
Fifty-five (55) Long Beach residents attended “Eating In: Backyard Vegetable 
Gardens and Orchard Culture,” Wednesday, May 26, 2010 at the Neighborhood 
Resource Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen Irvine, owner of  Blue Gecko Design, discussed different methods for raising 
food in any space.  Topics included organic vegetable gardening, growing fruit in a 
small space, growing vegetables in raised beds and pots, and pest control. 

 
Topics included: 
� Proper Soil Preparation 
� Using Organic Seeds and Plants 
� Avoiding Chemical Fertilizers and Pesticides -- Keep the Wild Things Safe 

– Anything You Put in Your Soil Affects Creatures of the Earth and Air 
� Using Natural Weed Suppressors 
� Planting and Pruning Methods 
� Adding Plants that Attract Beneficial Insects and Pollinators 
� Pest Control  – All Things in Nature Have a Job  

-- Better to Let Nature Balance Herself 
 
Instead of poisoning snails and throwing them away, Kathleen offered a recipe for 
preparing garden snails as a delicious garlic buttered dish.  Bon appétite! 
 
Attendees were also treated to a free potted tomato plant at the end of the workshop. 
 
For more information about this workshop, please contact Kathleen Irvine at Blue 
Gecko Design (562) 342-6146 or visit www.bluegeckolandscape.com. 
 
For information about future NRC workshops, please contact Scottie Hinkey at (562) 
570-1010 or e-mail Sharron.Hinkey@longbeach.gov. 
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