
 
 

 
Neighborhood Leadership Program (NLP) Hosts 

Alumni Reunion Dinner 
 

On Monday, January 11, 2010, 
approximately 130 graduates of the 
Neighborhood Leadership 
Program (NLP) and their guests 
participated in the 12th annual 
Alumni Reunion Dinner at the 
Alpert Jewish Community Center.  
The dinner was held to kick-off the 
recruitment for the Neighborhood 
Leadership Program's Class of 2010.  
Vice Mayor Val Lerch, a graduate 
of the Neighborhood Leadership 
Program's Class of 1998, spoke about what he learned in the program and 
encouraged the audience to actively get involved in our Long Beach community.  
The evening ended with a motivational speech by Class of 2009 alumna, Erica 
Guzman.  The theme for the evening was “We Are Long Beach!  Unity 
through Leadership”.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since 1992, 450 Long Beach residents have graduated from the nationally 
awarded program.  The Neighborhood Leadership Program is the only leadership 
program in the country that is taught in three languages simultaneously (English, 
Spanish, and Khmer.)  Sessions are presented by staff from the Neighborhood 
Services Bureau and several additional community experts and leaders.   
Applications are now being accepted through January 25, 2010.  
 
For more information about the Neighborhood Leadership Program and to 
request an application packet, please call (562) 570-1010 or e-mail 
Francisco.Rodriguez@longbeach.gov. 



 
 
 

What Do You Want to Learn in 2010? 
 
In September 2009, the Neighborhood Resource Center (NRC) conducted 
their annual workshop survey via email to Long Beach neighborhood and 
community leaders (including association presidents, volunteers, and City 
employees) to find out what workshop and training topics they would be 
interested in learning about and to develop their training schedule for 2010.  NRC 
received 362 votes from both residents and City employees.  
 
Community support and attendance at NRC workshops are high – since 
December 2000, NRC has hosted 180 workshops attended by 6,242 residents!   
 
Below are the top 10 survey results for 2010:  
 
  1.  Grant Application Workshops  
 
  2.  Grant Writing Basics  
 
3. How to Host a Neighborhood Block Party, Yard Sale or Other Neighborhood 

Event 
 
  4.  How to Resolve Noise Problems in Your Neighborhood  
 
  5.  Disaster Preparedness/Earthquake Preparedness  
 
  6.  How to Start a Community Garden  
 
  7.  City of Long Beach 101 – Learn About Your City Government  
 
  8.  Condominium Management Training for Board Members and Residents  
 
  9.  Container Gardening with Native Plants  
 
10.  “Got Trees?” – How to Apply for Tree Grants  
 
The workshop survey is already in use to develop the workshop training schedule 
for 2010.  Several survey respondents have volunteered to donate their time and 
expertise to present workshops.  For more information about upcoming NRC 
workshops, or to be added to the NRC email list, please contact Scottie Hinkey 
at Sharron.Hinkey@longbeach.gov or call (562) 570-1010.  



 
 

Neighborhood Resource Center 
 “Home Ownership and Credit” Workshop 

 
Sixty (60) Long Beach residents attended a “Home Ownership and Credit” workshop 
hosted by the Neighborhood Resource Center on Wednesday, January 13, 2010. 
 
The workshop panel included Bill Massey and Roger Hinkle from America West 
Mortgage, and Dale Hutchinson, Housing Services Operations Officer with the City of 
Long Beach Department of Community Development’s Housing Services Bureau.   
 
The workshop covered:   
• How to repair and improve credit and FICO scores 
• A review of down payment requirements 
• What down payment assistance is available in today’s real estate market 

 
Massey and Hinkle pulled free credit reports for 
participants at the workshop, which were reviewed 
individually on-site and also through follow-up 
appointments.  Recommendations for credit repair 
and enhancement were provided. 
 
Dale Hutchinson provided information on financial 
resources available to first-time homebuyers.  The 
City of Long Beach Housing Services Bureau 
offers first-time home-buyer assistance programs, 
rehabilitation loans to property owners, as well as 

financial assistance to developers so that they may build new affordable housing units or 
acquire and improve existing units.  
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Bill Massey, America West Mortgage 
bmassey@americanwestmtg.com 
(562) 987-3205 
 
Dale Hutchinson, Housing Services Operations Officer 
City of Long Beach, Housing Services Bureau 
Dale.Hutchinson@longbeach.gov 
(562) 570-6840 
 
For more information about upcoming Neighborhood Resource Center workshops or to be 
added to the NRC e-mail list, please contact Scottie Hinkey at (562) 570-1010 or 
Sharron.Hinkey@longbeach.gov. 



 
 

2010 Neighborhood Leadership Program (NLP) 
Candidate Information Session 

 
Twenty-four residents and fourteen Neighborhood Leadership Program (NLP) 
graduates attended the fourth annual Neighborhood Leadership Program Candidate 
Information Session on Thursday, January 14, 2010, at the Neighborhood Resource 
Center.  The purpose of the session was to recruit residents to apply to join the Class of 
2010, provide potential program applicants with an overview of the Neighborhood 
Leadership Program, and to help candidates understand the program’s time 
commitment.  

Jesus Esparza and Angela Escamillas from the NLP 
Class of 2009 each gave a presentation about what 
they learned from the program and about how they 
benefited from what they learned.   Several additional 
alumni from the program volunteered their time at the 
event to network with the candidates and to share their 
experiences in the Neighborhood Leadership 
Program. 
 
The Neighborhood Leadership Program brings 
together a diverse group of dedicated neighborhood 
residents to participate in a five-month intensive 
experience that facilitates the enhancement of 
communication skills, conflict resolution, leadership 
and human relations skills.   
 
The Class of 2010 begins Thursday, February 18, 
2010 and ends Saturday, August 14, 2010, including 
twelve sessions and the graduation ceremony.  The 
program design and curriculum provide an opportunity 
for participants to strengthen their linkages with the 
city, schools, businesses, parents, families, 
neighborhoods and community.   
 
The application deadline was Monday, January 25, 
2010, at 4:30 p.m.   
 
Please contact Francisco Rodriguez at (562) 570-
1010 or francisco.rodriguez@longbeach.gov for 
more information or to be added to the interest list for 
future classes. 



 
 

Neighborhood Resource Center (NRC) 
“Meet the Funder -- Bank of America” Workshop 

 
Forty-five (45) Long Beach residents learned about grants available through Bank of 
America, Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at the Neighborhood Resource Center. 

 
Eleanor G. Aguilar, Bank of America’s 
Market Development Specialist, provided 
information about Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation’s Neighborhood 
Excellence Initiative, which includes 
Neighborhood Builders, Local Heroes 
and Student Leader programs.  
 
• Neighborhood Builders award 
strengthens the capacity and infrastructure 
of nonprofit organizations in local 
communities and promotes the leadership 
development of their executives.  

Awardees are provided with $200,000 in core operating support for two years. 
• Local Heroes award honors neighborhood activists and volunteers for their efforts to 
improve their communities.  Each Local Hero is able to direct a $5,000 grant donation 
from the Bank of America Charitable Foundation to an eligible nonprofit of their choice 
and is recognized at a public ceremony celebrating their achievements. 
• Student Leaders award offers high school juniors and seniors firsthand opportunities 
to discover how they can help shape their communities now and in the future.  Student 
Leaders participate in a paid summer internship with a local nonprofit organization and 
engage in a Student Leadership Summit held in Washington, D.C. in July. 

 
In 2009, Bank of America embarked on a ten-year goal to donate $2 billion to nonprofit 
organizations engaged in improving the health and vitality of their neighborhoods. 
 
For information and online grant applications, visit: 
 
http://www.bankofamerica.com/foundation 
 
The Neighborhood Resource Center has helped share information about this grant 
opportunity and has hosted grant information workshops for over three years.   
 
For more information about upcoming Neighborhood Resource Center workshops or to be 
added to the NRC e-mail list, please contact Scottie Hinkey at (562) 570-1010 or 
Sharron.Hinkey@longbeach.gov. 
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