
 
 

Cherry-Temple Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
West East-Side Community Association (WESCA)  

Neighborhood Clean-Up 
 
On Saturday, October 23, 2010, the West East-Side Community Association 
(WESCA), hosted their monthly neighborhood clean-up with the Neighborhood Services 
Bureau, 4th District Councilmember Patrick O’Donnell and Litter-Free Long Beach. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thirteen (13) volunteers met at 2633 E. 17th Street – including WESCA members, 
volunteers from Society of St. Vincent de Paul Council of Los Angeles and 
Community Service Workers from the City Prosecutor’s office were out on the 
neighborhood streets, park, sidewalks and alleys in a united effort to clean up the Cherry-
Temple neighborhood of illegally dumped items, hazardous material, trash and debris.  
Over 15 tons of trash and debris were collected on this gloomy day.    
 
Following the clean up, a free barbecue was 
provided to all volunteers.  This was a wonderful 
opportunity for neighborhood residents to meet each 
other and discuss concerns and solutions to issues 
affecting the Cherry-Temple neighborhood.  The 
barbecue has been instrumental in generating 
community grassroots involvement in making this 
Long Beach neighborhood a better place to live. 
 
 
 
For more information about the Cherry-Temple neighborhood, please contact Griselda 
Barba-Perez at (562) 570-6049 or e-mail Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov. 

mailto:Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov


 
 

Home Improvement Rebate Program 
 

The Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Home Improvement Rebate Program provides 
a maximum reimbursement of up to $4,000 per parcel to eligible property owners of 
single-family and attached duplexes or up to $2,000 for multi-unit buildings.  Income 
guidelines apply.  The eligible improvements include exterior paint, window replacement, 
front door replacement and rehabilitation, fascia/trim replacement and rehabilitation.  The 
program also recently added drought tolerant landscaping and low drip watering systems 
as eligible improvements to meet the needs of our changing environment.  This program is 
funded through the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant and Set-Aside Redevelopment Housing funds. 
 
The property owners of 944 E. 5th Street, located in the Hellman neighborhood, took 
advantage of the program and made some dramatic improvements to their property. The 
property owners did some of the work themselves to save money on labor costs so that 
they could buy more materials.  They painted the house, including the fascia/wood trim, 
and rehabilitated the front porch and door.  The paint had been peeling very badly and 
that detracted from the house’s appearance.  The homeowners were very pleased and 
honored that their house was selected as the home of the month for being dramatically 
improved.  They had expended time and energy to make their property more attractive.   
 

 
Before  - 944 E. 5th Street    After – 944 E. 5th Street 

 
For more information about the Home Improvement Rebate Program, please contact 
Karen Pruett at (562) 570-1010 or Karen.Pruett@longbeach.gov. 
 



 
 
 

Home Improvement Rebate Program Workshops 
 

The Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Home Improvement Rebate Program has been 
enhanced and expanded with additional funding in order to assist residential property 
owners to improve the exterior of housing for low- to moderate- income residents.  
 
The Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Home Improvement Rebate Program provides 
a maximum reimbursement of up to $4,000 per parcel to eligible property owners of 
single-family and attached duplexes or up to $2,000 for multi-unit buildings.  Income 
guidelines apply.  The eligible improvements include exterior paint, window replacement, 
front door replacement and rehabilitation, fascia/trim replacement and rehabilitation.  The 
program also recently added drought tolerant landscaping and low drip watering systems 
as eligible improvements to meet the needs of our changing environment.  This program is 
funded through the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant and Set-Aside Redevelopment Housing funds 
 
The rebates have increased to up to $4,000 for single family (or attached duplex) or 
$2,000 for multi-unit properties (3 or more units) for exterior improvements.  Improvements 
must be visible from the street. 
 
During the month of October, Neighborhood Improvement Program staff conducted 
four application workshops in the Hellman, Lower West, Willmore City, and 
Washington School neighborhoods.  A total of 107 residents and property owners 
attended the workshops.  The participants learned about the changes to the program, 
particularly the increase in the amount of the Home Improvement Rebate Program and 
that it is now available citywide.  
 
The participants learned about the Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Housing 
Rehabilitation loans (low 3% interest rate) available to qualifying low- and moderate- 
income homeowner-occupants for interior and exterior home repairs. 
 
For more information about the home improvement programs, please contact Jason 
Fraley at (562) 570-1010 or e-mail Jason.Fraley@longbeach.gov. 



 
 

Lower West Neighborhood Meeting 
 

On October 21, 2010, the City of Long Beach, Lower West Neighborhood hosted a 
community meeting for 60 neighbors to meet the new Long Beach Police Department 
(LBPD) West Division Commander Josef Levy. 
 
Commander Josef Levy, newly appointed Commander to the Long Beach Police 
Department’s West Division, provided information regarding his enormous 
responsibilities and commitment to the community.  His philosophy will be to take care of 
every single report and to address community concerns.  It was an opportunity for the 
community to exchange information and speak directly with the commander and his staff.  
At the end of the presentation, Jose Vazquez, West Division Police Services 
Specialist, answered questions and concerns from the attendees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martha Villacres and Karen Pruett, from the City of Long Beach, Neighborhood 
Services Bureau’s Neighborhood Resource Center, gave a presentation regarding 
Home Improvement Rebate Programs.  Ms. Villacres spoke of the programs eligibility, 
guidelines about the process, and timeframe to receive the rebate.  Marie Nguyen, from 
the Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Rehabilitation Division, gave a presentation 
about Homeowner Rehabilitation Loan to repair the interior of the properties.  After the 
presentations, the programs coordinators took the time to answer specific questions and 
concerns from the residents.  
 
Ruby Castro, from Admiral Kidd Park, talked about seasonal events coming up and 
general information about park expansion project. 
 
At this meeting, the Lower West residents had the opportunity to meet Commander Levy 
and his staff.  They also learned about different programs within the City of Long Beach, 
how to work together to improve the quality of life and how to live in a safer neighborhood.     
 
For more information about the Lower West neighborhood, please contact Teresa 
Gonzalez at (562) 570-1146 or e-mail Teresa.Gonzalez@longbeach.gov.   
 



 
 

Washington School Murals
  
In an effort to conserve and beautify the Washington School neighborhood, the 
Neighborhood Services Bureau paid the rehabilitation of several murals along the 
perimeter of the Washington School campus along East 15th Street.   
 
Gregory Navarro Pickens, the original 
painter of the murals, has been working for 
two months on their rehabilitation to painting 
over the graffiti placed by vandals.  A total of 
forty students and parents from Washington 
Middle School volunteered to assist in the 
rehabilitation.   
 
The students happily participated and took a 
lot of pride in this opportunity to help restore 
the artwork on their school’s fences. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information about the Washington Middle School neighborhood, please 
contact Juan Bucio at (562) 570-1100 or e-mail Juan.Bucio@longbeach.gov.  



 
 

Cherry-Temple Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
West East-Side Community Association (WESCA)  

Halloween Carnival in Orizaba Park 
 
On Saturday, October 30, 2010, the West East-Side Community Association 
(WESCA), in collaboration with the Neighborhood Services Bureau, 4th District 
Councilmember Patrick O’ Donnell, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Marine, 
East Anaheim Street Business Alliance (EASBA) and the Long Beach Police 
Department, hosted its 8th annual Halloween Carnival in Orizaba Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community volunteers and staff from the Neighborhood Services Bureau, Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Marine, and Long Beach Police Department worked together 
to ensure this to be a safe and successful event.  Approximately 700 neighborhood 
children, adolescents and adults attended.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neighborhood children enjoyed the carnival games, scary cemetery scene, pumpkin 
decorating, moon bounce, face painting, costume design, and Halloween music and 
sound effects provided by a volunteer resident D.J.  Children were able to fill their bags 
with candy and prizes and take home their artistic creations.  Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Marine entertained the children with games and a bouncer.   



 
 

Cherry-Temple Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
West East-Side Community Association (WESCA)  

Halloween Carnival in Orizaba Park 
(Continued) 

 
Forty-nine (49) volunteers from the community -- residents, local businesses, and 
organizations such as the United Cambodian Community (UCC), and Hermanos 
Unidos from California State University, Long Beach -- and City staff assisted with the 
set-up, clean-up, games, booths, and music.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The atmosphere felt like one large community family carnival.  This was a wonderful day 
in which neighborhood residents, businesses, community groups, and City staff worked in 
conjunction to provide an afternoon of enjoyment and safety awareness for families in the 
Cherry-Temple neighborhood. 
 
For more information about the Cherry-Temple neighborhood, please contact Griselda 
Barba-Perez at (562) 570-6049, or e-mail Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov. 
 

mailto:Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov


 
 

Anaheim Street Community Police Center (APC) 
MacArthur Park/Whittier School  

Neighborhood Clean-Up 
 
A successful cleanup was held on Saturday, October 16, 2010.  The Anaheim Street 
Community Police Center (APC), in collaboration with the Neighborhood Services 
Bureau, Mrs. Socorro Valderrama and residents living along the 1500 block of Gaviota 
Avenue sponsored a neighborhood clean-up in the MacArthur Park/Whittier School 
neighborhood.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The event took place from 8:00 am to noon at 1501 Gaviota Avenue.  Nine tons of trash, 
debris and household furniture filled up the dumpster were removed from the area.  
Twenty-seven residents and business owners participated in the event.  They came out 
to work together to improve the physical appearance of their neighborhood.   
 
For more information about the MacArthur Park/Whittier School neighborhood, please 
contact Bryant S. Ben at (562) 570-1691 or e-mail Bryant.Ben@longbeach.gov. 



 
 

Anaheim Street Community Police Center (APC) 
MacArthur Park/Whittier School Neighborhood 

Monthly Neighborhood Meeting 
Residential/Commercial Robbery Prevention  

 
On Tuesday, October 19, 2010, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Mark Twain 
Neighborhood Library located at 1401 E. Anaheim Street, the Anaheim Street 
Community Police Center and the MacArthur Park/Whittier School Neighborhood 
hosted a monthly neighborhood meeting on “Residential/Commercial Robbery 
Prevention”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lt. Kenneth Schack (Ret.) of the Long Beach Police 
Department presented an overview of the general 
prevention procedures.  The workshop gave an 
opportunity for residents, community leaders and 
business owners to learn proper practices and 
observations to help people to help themselves, their 
neighbors, and learn how to prevent and respond to 
robbery circumstances.  There were lengthy questions 
and answers from audience.  
 

 
Twenty-seven people in the surrounding area attended the meeting with translation 
provided in Khmer and Spanish.  Light refreshments were also provided for all at the 
meeting. 
 
For more information about the MacArthur Park/Whittier School neighborhood, please 
contact Bryant Ben at (562) 570-1691 or e-mail Bryant.Ben@longbeach.gov. 



 
 

Central Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
6th District Councilman Dee Andrews and Olive Street  

Neighborhood Clean-Up 
 
On Saturday, October 23, 2010, the City of Long Beach, Neighborhood Services 
Bureau (NSB), in partnership with 6th District Councilman Dee Andrews and 
Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) Weed and Seed Program sponsored 
a graffiti removal/neighborhood clean-up in the Central Neighborhood Improvement 
Strategy (NIS) Area. 
 
The event took place from 8:00 a.m. to noon on the 2300 block of Olive Avenue.  Nine (9) 
community volunteers participated in the removal of illegally dumped items, hazardous 
materials, trash and debris of the neighborhood streets, sidewalks, and alleys in a united 
effort to clean up the Central neighborhood. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The event was organized by Rachel Ysasaga, Department of Health & Human 
Services (DHHS) Weed and Seed Program volunteer.  She was out early with her 
children and her children’s friends to work together to improve the physical appearance of 
their neighborhood and to meet each other and discuss concerns and solutions affecting 
the Central neighborhood. 
 
Despite the rainy weather conditions, Ms. Ysasaga and her youth volunteers from DHHS, 
collected over nine (9) tons of trash and debris on this wet and gloomy day.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

Central Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
6th District Councilman Dee Andrews and Olive Street  

Neighborhood Clean-Up 
(Continued) 

 
One (1) shopping cart was reported to the Abandoned Shopping Cart hotline (800) 
252-4613 during the clean-up.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This was a wonderful opportunity for the neighbors to work together to improve the 
physical appearance of their neighborhood, to meet each other, and discuss concerns and 
solutions to issues affecting the Central neighborhood.   
 
For more information about the Central neighborhood, please contact Griselda Barba-
Perez at (562) 570-6049 or e-mail Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov. 

mailto:Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov


 
 

North Long Beach Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
Neighborhood Clean-Up 

 
On Saturday, October 9, 2010, staff from the Neighborhood Services Bureau (NSB) 
organized a neighborhood clean-up within the North Long Beach Neighborhood 
Improvement Strategy (NIS) area.  The event took place at 6900 Muriel Avenue from 
8:00 a.m. to noon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thirty-nine volunteers came out to support this effort.  The volunteers, with the support 
of NSB staff, collected 9 tons of trash, debris, and large items. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information about the North Long Beach NIS Area, please contact Chantara 
Nop at (562) 570-8280 or e-mail Chantara.Nop@longbeach.gov.   
 



 
 
 

Willmore Community Police Center and  
Long Beach Police Department South Division 

Host Neighborhood Clean-up 
 
On Saturday, October 9, 2010, the Willmore Community Police Center and the Long 
Beach Police Department South Division hosted a neighborhood clean-up.  The clean-
up location took place on the corner of Chestnut Avenue and Loma Vista Drive from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Mary Antunez, Long Beach Police Department Police Services 
Specialist took the lead for this successful event.  Seargent Salvador Lozano and Diana 
Hohman were also at the event to participate.   
 
 

 
Officers Sergio Ruvalcaba, Shelena Benson, Aristeo Sandoval  and the Long Beach 
Police Explorers set up a booth with information and helped to supervise approximately 
one hundred and fifty volunteers including students from different high schools.  
 
Event boundaries were from Anaheim Street to 7th Street and Pacific Avenue to Loma 
Vista Drive, including all the alleys between these boundaries. 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

Willmore Community Police Center and  
Long Beach Police Department South Division 

Host Neighborhood Clean-up 
 (Continued) 

 
The Long Beach Police Department provided a pick-up truck to collect trash, debris and 
household furniture from the area and removed approximately eight tons of trash. The 
City of Long Beach, Neighborhood Services Bureau provided an industrial sized 
dumpster and tools.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Following the clean-up, the Long Beach Police Officers cooked free hot dogs and 
hamburgers to all volunteers.  At the end of the event, everyone enjoyed a delicious ice 
cream.  This event provided an opportunity for the neighbors to network with each other 
and take pride and ownership in their neighborhood.     
 
For more information about hosting a neighborhood clean-up, please contact Teresa 
Gonzalez at (562) 570-1146 or e-mail Teresa.Gonzalez@longbeach.gov. 
 
 
 



 
 

Hellman Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
North Alamitos Beach Association (NABA) Neighborhood Clean-Up 

 
On Saturday, October 2, 2010, NABA in collaboration with the Anaheim Street 
Community Police Center, and residents living along the 500 block of Cherry Avenue 
sponsored a neighborhood clean-up in the Hellman NIS Area. The event took place from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at 1900 E. Beverly Way.    
 
Twenty-three volunteers took part in this community improvement effort. Additionally, 
twelve Community Service Workers assigned by the City of Long Beach 
Prosecutor’s office Community Service Program provided valuable support for the 
event.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This event provided an opportunity for the area’s residents to work together to improve the 
visual aesthetics of their neighborhood.  Volunteers collected trash, debris and dumped 
items from the surrounding streets and alleys.  One industrial-sized dumpster with nine 
tons of trash and debris was completely filled.  Seven property maintenance violations 
were identified during the event and referred to the Hellman NIS Area’s Community 
Code Enforcement (CCE) program.   
 
Special thanks to NABA board members, Mecedes Castellanos and Neighborhood 
Leadership Program Alumni Tom Kroloski and Henry Salzar for hosting the event and 
providing their trucks and a lot of effort to remove big items such as couches, mattresses 
and furniture from the nearby alleys.  Even though it was a rainy day, NABA hosted and 
completed the neighborhood improvement project as planned.  
 
For information about the Hellman NIS area, please contact Gonzalo Sanchez at (562) 
570-1114 or e-mail Gonzalo.Sanchez@longbeach.gov.  
 

mailto:Gonzalo.Sanchez%20at%20(562)%20570-1114%20or%20via%20Email:%20Gonzalo.Sanchez@longbeach.gov
mailto:Gonzalo.Sanchez%20at%20(562)%20570-1114%20or%20via%20Email:%20Gonzalo.Sanchez@longbeach.gov
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