
 
 

Central Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
Peace Garden Volunteer Workdays  

at Martin Luther King, Jr. Park 
 
On Saturday, August 21, 2010, the South Wrigley Neighborhood Advisory Group 
(NAG), Central Neighborhood Advisory Committee (CNAC), Peace Garden 
Leadership Group, 6th District Councilman Dee Andrews, Department of Health & 
Human Services (DHHS) Weed & Seed Program, and the Department of Parks, 
Recreation & Marine held a volunteer workday at the new Peace Garden at Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Park.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Approximately fifty (50) volunteers – including Community Development Advisory 
Commissioner Annie Greenfeld-Wisner, the Long Beach Police Department, 
Neighborhood Services Bureau, South Wrigley Neighborhood Advisory Group 
(NAG), Central Neighborhood Advisory Committee (CNAC) and volunteers from the 
Peace Garden Leadership Group and the community -- were out early on this hot 
morning building the beds, the learning center benches and the horseshoe garden.  This 
build-day event was an “all hands on deck” for anyone who was willing to help build this 
garden. 
 
The Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Neighborhood Partners Program provided a 
matching grant of $5,000 in goods and services to Central Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee (CNAC) and South Wrigley Neighborhood Advisory Group (NAG) to 
purchase the tool shed, hoses and tools to maintain the garden, lumber and garden 
design services. 
 
 



 
 

Central Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
Peace Garden Volunteer Workdays  

at Martin Luther King, Jr. Park 
(Continued) 

 
The Build A Day Peace Garden event was successful with the support of these generous 
sponsors; Azteca Landscape, Connected Corridor, Deborah Kearn, Long Beach 
Unified School District Educator, Ganahl Lumber Company, Home Depot, Long 
Beach City College Sheetmetal Department, Long Beach GRIP, Pacific Gateway 
Workforce Investment Network/Youth Opportunity Center, Sasha Kanno, Wrigley 
Garden/Long Beach Local, Silvano Ponce -- Handyman, State Farm Insurance, 
Stephen Duprey, DuPrey’s Garden and Design, Sully Miller Company Inc. and 
Timothy Collier -- The Green Plumber.  
 
A special recognition ceremony for the Peace Garden (the last of three events) was held 
on Saturday, August 28, 2010 to thank the neighborhood partners and their volunteerism 
in the Central community.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The intention of the Peace Garden is to set an example for all the neighborhoods across 
the country to follow as a model to create gardens in all parks. 
 
For more information about the Central Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) 
area, please contact Griselda Barba-Perez, the Central NIS Coordinator at (562) 570-
6049 or e-mail Griselda.Perez@longbeach.gov. 
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Edison Elementary School Garden Project 
 

On July 26 & 27 and August 3 & 20, 2010, a beautiful succulent garden was 
created at Edison Elementary School located on 625 Maine Avenue.  Edison 
Elementary School is a large urban school with nearly 800 students in Grades   
K-5.   

 
This succulent garden was made possible with the support of the  
Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Neighborhood Partners Program, 
Friends’ House at Drake Park, Blue Gecko Landscape Design, the Willmore 
Community Police Center and neighborhood volunteers. 

 
The Friends’ House at Drake Park is a neighborhood association formally 
established with designated officers with more than fourteen years in 
neighborhood involvement.  Before the project, the soil was in poor condition and 
the garden area was empty with only weeds in it. The Edison School community 
had discussed this area of land in prior years, but not much had come of it, until 
now.   



 
 

Edison Elementary School Garden Project 
(Continued) 

 
Mr. Richard Littlejohn, Edison School Principal, was excited to see this land 
converted to a garden, that will provide teachers, parents, and students an 
opportunity to enjoy the garden as a learning tool to learn about native plants. 
  

 
 
The students will take measurements, and read a book about a particular plant 
they find interesting.  More than ninety-three volunteers participated in this 
project.  
 

At the end of the project, the City of 
Long Beach, Neighborhood Services 
Bureau provided light refreshments and 
certificates of appreciation for the 
volunteers.  Mr. Richard Littlejohn 
thanked everyone for their efforts and 
shared that he is looking forward to 
working together in the future because 
he knows these types of partnerships 
will simply make Edison Elementary 
School a better place for his staff and 
his students.    

 
For more information about activities in the Willmore Neighborhood Improvement 
Strategy area, please contact Teresa Gonzalez at (562) 570-1146 or e-mail 
Teresa.Gonzalez@longbeach.gov. 



 
 
 

Home Improvement Rebate Program 
 
On August 10, 2009, Zareh and Annie-Marie Maranian applied for the Home 
Improvement Rebate program for their home at 1073 E. 15th Street in the Central 
Neighborhood Improvement Strategy area.   By doing the work themselves, they were 
able to save money and improve the appearance of their home. They spent a total of 
$2,128.55 rehabilitating their driveway.   
 
 

       Before       After 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Additionally, the Maranians used their own funds to landscape their front yard with drought 
resistant plants.  Zareh and Annie-Marie said that their neighbors ask them how they 
made such wonderful improvements to their property.  They are very happy to inform them 
about the Home Improvement Rebate program. 
    
For more information about the Home Improvement Rebate Program, please contact 
Karen Pruett at (562) 570-1010 or e-mail Karen.Pruett@longbeach.gov. 
 



 
 

Hellman Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
Craftsman Village Historic District (CVHD) 

Electronic Waste Collection / Neighborhood Clean Up 
 
On Saturday, August 14, 2010, CVHD in collaboration with the Litter Free Long Beach 
and Anaheim Street Community Police Center (APC), sponsored an E-waste collection 
and neighborhood clean-up in the historic district. The event took place from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. at 851 Orange Avenue. 
 
Thirty-one community members took part in this 
community improvement effort.  Additionally, 
eleven Community Service Workers assigned by 
the City of Long Beach Prosecutor’s Office 
Community Service Program provided valuable 
support for the event.  This event provided an 
opportunity for CVHD’s members to work together 
to improve the visual aesthetics of the historic 
district.  Volunteers collected trash, debris and 
dumped items and one industrial-sized dumpster 
with nine tons of trash and debris was 
completely filled. Numerous electronic waste items were collected during the event by 
Litter Free Long Beach.  Two property maintenance violations were identified during 
the event and referred to the Hellman NIS Area Community Code Enforcement 
Program (CCE).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special thanks for David Hernandez for providing his pick up truck to collect dumped 
items and to Jill Hill, Litter-Free Long Beach Program Coordinator. 
 
For information about the Hellman NIS area, please contact Gonzalo Sanchez  at        
(562) 570-1114 or e-mail Gonzalo.Sanchez@longbeach.gov. 

mailto:Gonzalo.Sanchez%20at%20(562)%20570-1114%20or%20via%20Email%20at%20Gonzalo.Sanchez@longbeach.gov
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Anaheim Street Community Police Center (APC) 
MacArthur Park/Whittier School NIS Area 

Monthly Neighborhood Meeting 
 
On Tuesday, August 17, 2010 from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Mark Twain 
Neighborhood Library located at 1401 E. Anaheim Street, the Anaheim Street 
Community Police Center and the MacArthur Park/Whittier School Neighborhood 
Improvement Strategy Area hosted a monthly neighborhood meeting on “Meet New 
City Prosecutor, Doug Haubert”. 
 

 

The newly elected Long Beach City Prosecutor Doug Haubert presented an overview 
of the Prosecutor Office Procedures. The workshop gave an opportunity for residents, 
community leaders and business owners to exchange information and speak directly with 
City Prosecutor and learn how the office handles cases. There were lengthy questions 
and answers from audience. Fifty-three (53) people in the surrounding area attended the 
meeting with translation provided in Khmer and Spanish. Light refreshments were also 
provided for all at the meeting. 
 
For more information about the MacArthur Park/Whittier School NIS Area, please contact 
Bryant Ben at (562) 570-1691 or e-mail bryant.ben@longbeach.gov. 

 



 
Raising a Reader Program Graduation 

Willmore Community Police Center 
 
On August 24, 2010, the Long Beach Public Library Foundation and the Willmore 
Community Police Center presented certificates of completion to twelve families for their 
efforts and outstanding dedication to the Raising a Reader Program. The graduation 
ceremony was held at the Willmore Community Police Center located on 910 Daisy 
Avenue.  Total of eighteen kids and seventeen parents had the opportunity to read 
forty-eight books in a twelve-week period.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Raising a Reader Program is designed to assist children and families to develop a 
positive attitude towards reading, which is a powerful motivation when children reach 
school. Part of this educational program is a field trip to the library to explore the variety of 
books for children, and obtain library cards and library services available for the entire 
family.  This program inspires parents and children to share books and spend quality time 
as family. This community literacy program is provided through the Long Beach Public 
Library Foundation and the Long Beach Public Library, and City of Long Beach 
Neighborhood Services Bureau’s Willmore Police Center.  
 
For more information about the Willmore Community Police Center, please contact 
Teresa Gonzalez at (562) 570-1146 or e-mail Teresa.Gonzalez@longbeach.gov.  



 
 
 

Hellman Neighborhood Improvement Strategy (NIS) Area 
North Alamitos Beach Association (NABA) 

Community Improvement Forum 
 

On Wednesday, August 25, 2010, NABA, working in collaboration with the Anaheim Street 
Community Police Center (APC), held its monthly community improvement forum at the 
Long Beach Senior Center.  Guest speakers included Long Beach Police Department, 
South Division Commander Joe Stilinovich who introduced himself and provided the 
group an overview of safety and crime trends for his South Division neighborhoods.  He 
proudly noted that serious crimes were down significantly since last year.  Commander 
Stilinovich offered community leaders and business owners in attendance the opportunity to 
exchange information about their safety concerns. 
 
Additionally, David Woods, South Division, Code Enforcement Inspector provided a 
Hellman NIS area Community Code Enforcement (CCE) Program monthly property 
maintenance update and addressed numerous questions regarding property maintenance 
and code violations.  Seven property maintenance reports were filed on this day.  

 

Burbank Elementary School’s Restoration Trade Faire, Latin American Parade, NABA 
boundary mark grant proposal, upcoming 1900 E. Beverly Way neighborhood clean-up and 
concerns about speeding vehicles on Cherry Avenue were other important issues discussed.  
This community improvement forum is part of APC’s efforts to make the Hellman NIS Area 
safer and improve its livability.  The next NABA community improvement forum is scheduled 
for Wednesday, September 29, 2010 at the Long Beach Senior Center.   
 
For more information about the Hellman NIS Area, NABA and CCE please contact Gonzalo 
Sanchez at (562) 570-1114 or Gonzalo.Sanchez@longbeach.gov. 

mailto:Gonzalo.Sanchez@Longbeach.gov
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