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LB GRIP Advisory Council Meeting

March 8, 2010
5:30 pm -7:30 pm
Minutes

Location: Center for Working Families, 1900 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach

Attendance:

Advisory Council Members: Sue Baker, Tracy Colunga, Brent Fremming, Sandra Holden, Dr. Lydia
Hollie, Brenda Knepper, Lillian Parker, Sara Pol-Lim, Jessica Quintana, Karen Reside, Marc
Rothenberg, Dr. James Sauceda, Jud Schoendorf, Jerlene Tatum, Claire Vermillion, Cecile Walters.
Staff, Presenters and Affiliates: Quentin Brown, Kezia Daniels, Rick Gonzalez, Annie Greenfeld,
Teresa Gomez, Randall Hausauer, Deborah Kearn, Angela Reynolds.

1.

Welcome and Introductions: meeting was called to order by Kezia Daniels at 5:35 pm.
Introductions were done at start of meeting 18 Advisory Council (AC) voting members were
present and two proxies.

Chair Remarks: The GRIP clip was submitted and presented by Marc Rothenberg. The
message, “One day people will say stop with the Violence. Down with the hate.” Marc suggested
perhaps the LB GRIP Media Subcommittee should start our own clip message to the community.

STAFF REPORT: Angela announces the City was awarded the 2010-2012 GRIP Grant. She
thanks the grant writing committee and invites everyone to visit city website to see the
application and RFP.

Ad Hoc Committee Report: Dr. Hollie acknowledged the ad hoc committee members, Karen
Reside, Lillian Parker, Brent Fremming, and Ty Hatfield. The purpose of the committee is to
bridge together all the work previously done from the Task Force, to develop a strategic plan.
The committee anticipates presenting a draft to the council for input and then put together a
final plan.

Visitors: Le'Chein Taylor of the Bo Taylor Family Foundation invited to the meeting by
committee member Lillian Parker, shared information regarding the youth organization. The
program started in 1992 and teaches youth life management skills over a three month period to
help students be productive and responsible. Explains they partner with law enforcement,
judges, and other agencies to accomplish goals. Dr. Hollie comments on knowing the founder of
the program and shares her admirations for the family pushing forward with the dream of the
late Bo Taylor.

Terolyn Phinsee of the Titus Single Family Mentoring foundation also invited by committee
member Lillian Parker shares information regarding the single parent mentoring program. It is
a community based charitable organization that conducts workshops for youth and parents.
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The workshops are held at Long Beach Police Department Community room downtown and
service youth and families in and within the targeted area. The workshops cover topics such as
domestic violence, male mentoring, and being careful when dating. It focuses on building the
strength of the family. After attending a series of workshops, students are eligible to attend a
summer camp. The organization reaches out to utilize discretionary funds to be able to send
students to different summer camps. A recommendation from Dr. Hollie to have Titus invited
to the table when discussion begins on addressing the truancy issue. She believes Titus may be
able to provide alternatives and possible family mentoring on the issue. Lillian Parker visited
the male mentoring workshop. Mentors included ministers, Torrance PD, engineers and other
productive mentors.

Kezia indicates she will put Titus on the email receiving address list, as well as send out
discretionary forms.

. Staff Report: Teresa Gomez reports we have approximately $4500 in discretionary funds. A
report is available if requested. She is also available to address any questions or concerns.

Kezia Daniels PeaceBuilders held an essential training, youth peace coach training, parent
training, in different languages and attended Peace March. Staff traveled to Los Angeles to
attend gang task force domestic violence training and a Gang alternative program in
Wilmington.

Action item- Approval of the minutes of the September and December 2009, meetings. Motion
by Dr. Hollie, second by Sue Baker. Motion approved unanimously.

Action Item- Operation Read requests discretionary funds to purchase composition notebooks
for the continuation schools. One of the schools is the Washington Middle school. Motion by Sue
Baker, Second by Dr. Sauceda. Motion passes unanimously.

Action Item-Peace for Long Beach requests discretionary funds for supplies for their Peace
Rally. This project’s focus is to bring awareness and resources to the community which will
hopefully bring down the death rates and provide a better understanding of how to deal with
such issues within Long Beach. The target is everyone in the Long Beach community; school-
age children, adults, parents, leaders and volunteers in the city. Motion made, seconded, and
passed.

Action Item- Fighting Obesity, Walter Castillo request discretionary funds to help off set the
cost of transportation and materials for his non-profit soccer team. Questions regarding the
outreach and youth served were asked. The organization services youth from the Burbank,
Wilson, and Willard Elementary school area. Teresa Gomez indicated she verified students are
from the targeted area. Motion by Brent Fremming, seconded by Dr. Sauceda. Motion passed
with three abstentions.

Discretionary Fund Report Out- Short Stop reported that the funds were used towards
cleaning uniforms and meals. Short Stop presented the family of Jaelin Redford, a youth who
participated in the program to share their experience. The family spoke on how the program
helped their student to think before reacting and make better choices.
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Community Organization Report- A brief overview of Centro CHA was given. They are
expecting a site visit from the governor’s office. Centro CHA has serviced over 101 participants
and has a 90% success rate. A Celebration honoring the legacy of Cesar Chavez will take place
on March 31.

Partner Updates- Male Academy Group. LBUSD gave an overview of program and thanked
GRIP for donation it received. Students shared what they have learned from the program and
field trips to different colleges.

LBPD- Informed that Beat 4 continues to be a challenge. There were six gang related shootings
in Beat 4 and one in Beat 5. Overall, the City is up 19% from last year with gang shooting.
However, there is an 80% decrease in gang deaths.

Washington Girls Mentoring Program reported they have 12 girls and 25 boys from male
academy in the program. The program may not return next year due to layoffs at the LBUSD.
They have been working with the students with regards to sexual harassment and how to
conduct themselves in an acceptable manner.

Work Force Development- Pacific Gateway announces that 140 youth participated in their
community beautification, restoration, mural painting, gardening and other various projects in
the community. They presented the second edition of the Youth Force Development magazine.

Weed and Seed- An overview of program was given. Staff attended the National Weed and
Seed conference. They noted that crime has reduced 24 % in the targeted area since 2007.
There are two subcommittees that overlap, the GRIP Family Engagement and Violence
Prevention committee. Neighborhood restoration hired 40 youth last summer and conducted
quarterly clean-ups. They are in the process of digging up the dirt at MLK Park for the
community gardening.

Family Engagement and Violence Prevention- The youth leadership committee held a career
panel event, participated in the peace rally, and youth police dialog as well as participated in the
MLK event. They offered a ten week parenting class beginning January 25t 2010.

Media Subcommittee- The committee has been meeting for the past few months and members
come and go. They are recruiting at this time.

Research and Resource Development- Explained some of the information they worked on
was used for the grant. A reiteration of the cease fire program assisted in winning the $382,000
award. The committee visited Oxnard to see a cease fire model in action. Dr. Hollie requested an
executive summary and power point presentation, as well as information for the grant proposal
to be presented at our next scheduled meeting to give the council an overview of the grant so
that everyone understands the various features that work together logistically to accomplish
goals.

Workforce Development- Announcement regarding the upcoming Expungement workshop
scheduled for March 20, at McBride Park. This year they will have a discussion panel.
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17. Announcements-
Flyers to different events are on the table for everyone.
Street gangs and safety symposium March 11, 2010
Peace Builders for parents March 17, 2010
Youth against violence conference March 20, 2010
Peace for Long Beach rally March 27, 2010
The Chief of Police has agreed to visit our next advisory meeting
Erase the past, April 27, 2010, flyers in the back
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wade on their wedding.
Centro CHA is having a poetry contest at the Cesar Chavez event
The next GRIP meeting is set for June 14, 2010.

18. Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm

Respectfully submitted by;

Lillian Parker
LB GRIP Secretary
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