
 

FROM THE DESK OF BUILDING OFFICIAL DAVID KHORRAM 

Building Safety Month, celebrated each year in the month of May, is a public awareness campaign aimed 

at helping individuals, families, and businesses understand what it takes to create and sustain safe and 

sustainable structures.  The campaign reinforces the need for adoption of modern, model building codes, 

a strong and efficient system of code enforcement, and a well-trained, professional workforce to maintain 

the system.  Throughout Building Safety Month, jurisdictions nationwide organize community volunteer 

projects, and hold special events and meetings to notify the public about their services.  Accordingly, I 

would like to inform you about our Emergency Preparedness Program. 

As most have experienced, the more training one receives on emergency preparedness, the more one 

realizes how vulnerable we are in case of real emergencies and natural disasters.  In a post disaster 

situation, our Disaster Assessment staff is responsible for evaluating buildings and businesses for safety, 

serviceability, and occupancy.  In case of major emergencies, our Department Operation Center (DOC) 

located within City Hall can be activated in conjunction with the City’s Emergency Operation Center (EOC), 

as directed by the City Manager.   

Disasters can be caused by earthquakes, floods, high winds, tsunamis, and even acts of terrorism.  The 

safety assessment/inspection generally determines whether residents or business owners can be allowed 

back into their buildings, or if the structures should be evacuated due to structural danger.  Our goal is to 

get as many people as possible back into their buildings as quickly as deemed “safe.”  The Disaster 

Assessment staff know to use good judgment and make smart and safe decisions on allowing people back 

into their residence or business.  In times of disaster situations, leadership by the safety 

providers/inspectors will help the community and those who may need assistance.  To this end, we have 

a task force of sixty staff that has been specially trained with a backpack containing disaster assessment 

tools and is ready to act.  

The City of Long Beach is the seventh largest City in California and the second largest in the Los Angeles 

area.  It is expected that we are prepared to manage our own emergencies, as well as 

lend assistance to adjacent communities as needed throughout a recovery process.  I 

am pleased to learn that Long Beach also has several state-trained Safety Assessment 

Professionals (SAPs) who are prepared to assist during emergencies, should the City 

require outside support.   
 


