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Long Beach 2030 General Plan: 
Bringing It Home
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Overview

• Why a new General Plan?
• Issues and Opportunities
• Placetypes Applied
• Neighborhood Strategies
• Next Steps
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– Change is coming, like it or not
– Population increase (464,000 now, build out estimate 562,000)

– Limited resources to provide services and improve infrastructure
– Desire for a higher quality of life for the next generation (the American Dream)

– Create a robust, diverse and competitive local economy
– Provide viable options for housing, mobility, and lifestyle choices

– Declining health among our citizens due, in part, to how the City is developed

Why a new General Plan for 2030?
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• Think Comprehensively and Sustainably
• Emphasize Urban Form and Character
• Focus on Implementation

Long Beach 2030:
A New General Plan
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Leverage Our Advantages

– Excellent regional location
– Gentle Topography and

Mild Climate
– Port and Airport
– Traditional urban fabric
– Relatively efficient road grid
– Diverse Community
– Emerging Entrepreneurship
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Challenges We Face

– Aging and deficient infrastructure
– Inequities in open space and retail distribution
– Land use and design

incompatibilities
– Public health concerns
– Stressed, lengthy and

haphazard corridors
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• A City at the Water’s Edge
• A Clean Environment 

Everywhere
• Healthy and Active 

Neighborhoods

Guiding Principles

• Expanded Transportation Choices
• Community Connections and 

Culture
• Shared Economic Prosperity
• Safe and Secure Environment 
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• Planning Matters
• Long Beach is Mostly Built-Out 
• Strive for Complete Neighborhoods
• Create Complete Streets/Corridors
• Maximizing Choices
• Focus on Jobs for LB Residents
• Sustainability Always
• Efficient Use of Limited Resources
• Villages make up one Big City

Big Ideas
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• Urban Design
• Land Use
• Mobility
• Economic Development
• Community Values

– Sustainability
– Healthy Living
– Historic Preservation
– Arts and Culture

Long Beach 2030

• Environmental 
Resources/Infrastructure
– Utilities and Infrastructure
– Education and Libraries
– Open Space/Habitat
– Public Health
– Public Safety
– Air Quality (SB375)
– Noise
– Flooding
– Water and Wastewater
– Geology/Seismic
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A Network of Corridors

• How neighborhoods 
are identified

• Need significant 
public and private 
sector investment

• How we get around
• Where we meet (the 

public room)
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Community Connectors

• Corridors considered in 
manageable segments

• Reflect the character of 
adjacent neighborhoods

• Corridors are where most 
change will occur in LB2030
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Placetypes

• LB2030 recognizes existing uses in a built-
out City

• Targeted change, mostly along corridors
• Focus on form at a larger scale
• Create and enhance complete 

neighborhoods



13

Placetypes

• Integrate compatible Land Uses and appropriate 
Mobility choices

• Emphasize Urban Design and Neighborhood Character
• Best Use of the Public Realm
• Promote Healthy Choices
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Placetypes – Images
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Placetypes – Axonometrics
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LB2030 Placetypes

• Neighborhood Village 
• Transit-Oriented 

District
• Downtown
• Regional Serving 

Facility
• Open Space

• Single Family
(Pre and Post WWII)

• Multi-Family Residential 
(various intensities)

• Industrial
• Innovation District
• Automobile-Oriented
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Neighborhood Group Areas

• North Long Beach
• Bixby Knolls
• West LB/Wrigley
• Airport Area
• Traffic Circle

• Eastside
• Southeast/SEADIP
• Mid-Shore
• Central Long Beach
• Downtown/Port
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Neighborhood Group Areas
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Neighborhood Strategies
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Neighborhood Strategies

• Include:
– Neighborhood/Community History and Background
– Define and Protect Unique Character
– Focus Targeted Changes and Outcomes

• Bullet Points
• Map

– Implementation Measures
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Neighborhood Strategies

• What’s On the Table:
– Complete Neighborhoods

• Daily Retail/Service Needs
• Open Space

– Mobility and Housing Type Choices
– Access to Recreation/Open Space
– Safe and Healthy Options
– Unique Neighborhood Character Features
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Short-Term Next Steps

• Complete Citywide Policies, Goals, and 
Programs

• Define Urban Form and Placetype Application
• Refine Placetypes and Community Connectors
• Refine neighborhood strategies
• Continue the dialogue (we’ll be back)
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LB2030 Timeline – 2010

• Community Meetings – January-April
• Complete the Draft Document – April
• Public Review and Comment – May-June
• City Adoption Process – June-July
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Closing Slide

• Questions???
• Discussion

www.LongBeach2030.org


