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CITY’S BIOLOGICAL STUDY SAYS HITCHCOCK’S PROPERTY NOT WETLANDS 

Dave WielengaThu. October 08  
  

A long-awaited biological study commissioned last summer by Long Beach’s Development Services department agrees 
with a study commmissioned in May by contractor Sean Hitchcock. Both say the 8.3 acres of land Hitchcock illegally 
tore up in March is not officially considered to be wetlands. 

The city study, by wetlands ecologist Richard Haywood of PCR Services Corp., doesn’t exactly make an airtight case, 
however. 

Haywood acknowledges that one of his soil samples is a hydric (or wetlands) soil. “Its location within a small 
depression likely allows water to pool during seasonal rains for a duration long enough (to be classified as wetlands 
soil),” Haywood writes—and notes that this alone is enough to meet the California Coastal Commission’s wetlands 
standards. Then he wiggles out of that conclusion by saying that the sample was collected too far from the Los Cerritos 
Channel. ”Because of the distinct separation of the project site from the Los Cerritos Channel, and because of the local 
topography within which the hydric soil was identified it is likely that this hydric soils developed independently of any 
coastal influence.” 

What th—? 

The study was released late this afternoon as an attachment to the agenda for the Zoning Administrator Hearing where 
Hitchcock will seek a city permit to re-seal the earth—and old toxic landfill—that he defoliated, scraped and leveled 
without a permit on March 20 and 21. [See this week's news story in The District Weekly.] 

The timing of the Development Services department’s release of the information leaves potential opponents of the 
permit and the study with less than 48 business hours to plan a response before the hearing, which is on Monday at 2 
p.m. in the city council chambers of City Hall. 

Hitchcock has already performed the re-sealing job, responding to an urgent order from the California Coastal 
Commission after his illegal rearrangement of the land sent clouds of toxins into neighborhoods and schools near the 
intersection of Loynes Ave. and Studebaker Rd. He imported some 1,000 cubic yards of fill dirt to do the job, in the 
process covering and leveling the rolling berms that had formed habitat for burrowing animals and indentations for 
rainy-season ponds. In that sense, Monday’s hearing is a mere formality. 

Hitchcock also paid a firm—SWCA Environmental Consultants—to do a Biological Resources Evaluation and 
Jurisdictional Waters Delineation, which determined that the land was not wetlands. This presumably is intended to 
bolster his attempts to develop the land. 

The city’s study by PCR—a firm it often employs—was a peer review of those findings. 

However, both studies were done on the land after it had been flattened and covered with 1,000 cubic yards of imported 
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earth—and during the dry season. 

Here’s the link to  the agenda and study: 

http://www.lbds.info/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=3134 
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Environmental Justice 1 day ago  
It will be interesting to see how Staff handles this high profile matter Monday and hence. 
 
This destruction was so offensive, and so eggregious, that Louis Sahagan did a big LA Times piece on it. A 
situation has to be really big, or bad, to get that kind of media. 
 
There is a promise for a follow up story, and the last story had upset people commenting from all across 
America. A common thread was? Corrupt Officials. 
 
 
This matter was so offensive that KTLA 5 sent Lou Parker to do a full story for mainstream TV. She was 
outraged ! Most were. 
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