~ Who'll revive American Hotel?

'RDA considers the historic site key to un|t|ng areas of downtown Long Beach

Jay St Pholographe

‘The building that became the Amerlcan Hotel was bu
1911 it becam a n‘gle-room occupancy hotel. OfflCl

lookmg for pr posals fro
: 224-230, “East Broadway

- building ‘and contmue some of the redevelop-
| ‘ment efforts in that area,” said Development -
~ Services D1rector Cran Beck. “If you think about
- Broadway and as you head east ... you hit (new
- developments such as) the. Promenade ‘133 and
" Pacifica and then American Hotel, 1t feels llke
youw've left the downtown, in a’'sense.”

Developing a pI‘OJeCt atcAmencan Hotel is
expected to re-energizeé that space and connect it
‘to the Broadway ‘Block development where an
ArtExchange arts center is being proposed at the '
former Acres of; Books property at 240 Long
Beach Blvd. ™~

: . - “This is a prime candidate for adaptlve reuse,”

The Amerlcan Hotel on East. Broadway served the city for years as a single-room said John Thomas, agency board member and
s occupancy theI but lt eventuaIIy became a blight on the community, which led to Long Beach Heritage president. “It's taking a
: i ncy s purchase of the 5|te in 2000 for $300 000. - s ... HOTEL Ae






