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C I T Y   P L A N N I N G   C O M M I S S I O N   M I N U T E S 
 

D E C E M B E R   1 8,   2 0 0 8 
 
The regular meeting of the City Planning Commission and public 
hearing convened on December 18, 2008, at 5:07pm in the City 
Council Chambers, 333 W. Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, CA. 
 
PRESENT: COMMISSIONERS: Phil Saumur, Donita Van Horik,   

   Leslie Gentile, Melani Smith, Charles 
    Durnin, Becky Blair, Alan Fox  
 
ABSENT: EXCUSED:  None 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Phil Saumur 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Craig Beck, Director  
     Derek Burnham, Current Planning Officer 

Jill Griffiths, Advance Planning 
Officer 
Meredith Elguira, Planner 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Mais, Assistant City Attorney 
     Marcia Gold, Minutes Clerk  
 
P L E D G E   O F   A L L E G I A N C E 
 
The pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Smith. 
 
M I N U T E S 
 
The minutes of October 16, 2008 were approved on a motion by 
Commissioner Blair, seconded by Commissioner Van Horik and 
passed 5-0-2. Commissioners Gentile and Fox abstained. 
 
D I R E C T O R S   R E P O R T 
 
No Directors Report was given.  
 
S W E A R I N G   O F   W I T N E S S E S 
 
R E G U L A R   A G E N D A 
 
1.  Application No. 0705-14 
 
 Applicant:  Sam Kim 

 Subject Site: 1100 E. 10th Street (District 1) 
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Derek Burnham presented the staff report recommending approval 
of the application with revised Conditions of Approval. 
 
Commissioner Durnin moved to adopt the revised findings for 
approval of a Conditional Use Permit to allow check cashing in 
conjunction with a market located in the CCA zone. Commissioner 
Gentile seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
2.  Application No. 0806-16 
 
 Applicant:  Newcastle Partners, Inc. 

 Subject Site: 4150 Conant Street (District 5) 
 
Meredith Elguira showed a visual presentation outlining the 
four—part phasing of the development with height, location, size 
and design views. 
 
Commissioner Durnin expressed concern about potential traffic 
impacts, and asked about the projected number of employees. Ms. 
Elguira noted that the last EIR had predicted 11,000 people 
would be working on the site once the entire project was 
finished. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Mike Mais added that a complete traffic 
study within the last EIR calling for a number of traffic 
mitigations had been used as a baseline by this applicant. 
 
Jackson Smith, Newcastle Partners, 2600 Michelson Drive, Irvine, 
92612, applicant, gave a brief overview of the project with 
detailing renderings of the entire buildout. Mr. Smith also 
listed the features qualifying the building for LEED silver 
certification, and said that ultimately the buildings would be 
offered for sale or lease. 
 
Mr. Smith noted that a long-term lease had been signed with De 
Vries University and Newcastle was constructing a 47,000 square 
foot building for them, with two other buildings in escrow, and 
potential leases for one to three more. 
 
Jeff Larsen, McClaren Architects, 1900 Main Street, Suite 800, 
Irvine, 92614, project architect, pointed out the gateway plaza 
and framework of the buildings on the perimeter with landscaping 
to shield pedestrians from the street. Mr. Larsen said they had 
designed the site with a campus feel and pedestrian linkages 
among all buildings to the interior and exterior streets. He 
added that the parking lot had been designed to funnel 
pedestrians into buildings and retail stores, and overall, their 
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goal was to make the architecture seem contemporary, timeless, 
refined and expressive, with a simple color palette and vertical 
fins providing solar shading.  
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Durnin regarding 
parking, Mr. Beck explained that at first the development would 
be overparked, but later, a parking structure would be required.  
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Gentile regarding 
preparation of pads for future buildings, Mr. Smith said they 
would be screened from existing buildings with landscaping. 
 
Commissioner Smith asked that Condition 19 regarding water-wise 
landscaping be amended to call for native plants when possible. 
 
Commissioner Blair lauded the project, saying the combination of 
R&D, office, hotel and high-end retail was commendable.  
 
In response to a query regarding a noise issue for Building 3 
given its proximity to the airport, Mr. Beck explained that 
staff and the developer were working to ensure that adjacent 
uses were appropriate. Mr. Smith added that dual pane glazing 
was being used in that building to help with sound attenuation, 
and that a sound study had been done. 
 
Commissioner Blair moved to approve the Site Plan Review for 
199,323 square feet of office and retail development at Block 3 
of Douglas Park with the amendment to Condition 19 to require 
use of drought-tolerant native plants when possible in 
landscaping. Commissioner Van Horik seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 
 
R E P O R T   O N   O T H E R   D E P A R T M E N T    
M A T T E R S 
There were no reports on other Departmental Matters. 
 
M A T T E R S   F R O M   P L A N N I N G   C O M M I S S I O N 
M E M B E R S 
There were no reports from Planning Commission members. 
 
A D J O U R N M E N T 
The meeting adjourned at 6:07pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Marcia Gold 


