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WOOD FRAME PRESCRIPTIVE PROVISIONS FOR 

ONE-STORY RESIDENTIAL WOOD CONSTRUCTION 
 
The purpose of this Wood Frame Prescriptive Provisions (WFPP) Information Bulletin is to assist 
owners, builders and others to meet the general requirements and specifications prescribed in the 
2013 California Residential Code (CRC) for building one- and two-family dwellings, and townhouses 
not more than one story in height with light frame wood construction. When portions of a building or 
structure are of other than light frame wood construction or exceed the limits of this WFPP 
Information Bulletin, or other local ordinances, these portions and the supporting load path shall be 
designed by a registered design professional licensed in the State of California. This WFPP 
Information Bulletin may not be suitable in all cases. Where the proposed construction is located on a 
site with slope steeper than 10% or has adverse soil conditions (e.g., expansive soil, liquefaction, 
flood hazard, etc.), a registered design professional licensed in the State of California should be 
consulted. The use of this WFPP Information Bulletin is permitted at the discretion of the Building 
Official on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Light-frame wood frame construction is a type of construction that vertical and horizontal structural 
elements are primarily formed by a system of repetitive wood framing members. It is the least 
restrictive construction type permitted by the CRC and CBC. This WFPP Information Bulletin is for 
information and reference only and is not a substitute for accurate construction documents (i.e., 
drawings, plan specifications, etc) prepared for each proposed construction project. Additional 
construction documents may be required when the scope of work exceeds the limits of light frame 
wood construction as prescribed by the CRC. 
 
An automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed in new one and two-family dwellings, and 
townhouses per R313.2 of the CRC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Long Beach does not discriminate on 
the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, 
services and activities. For efficient handling of information internally and on the internet, all documents and handouts, 
including interpretations and guidelines that have been previously issued, will be converted to this new format to allow 
flexibility and timely distribution of information to the public. Visit our website at http://www.lbds.info  
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