
C I T Y   P L A N N I N G   C O M M I S S I O N   M I N U T E S 
 

N O V E M B E R   6,   2 0 0 8 
 
The regular meeting of the City Planning Commission and public 
hearing convened on November 6, 2008, at 5:08pm in the City 
Council Chambers, 333 W. Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, CA. 
 
PRESENT: COMMISSIONERS: Phil Saumur, Donita Van Horik,   

   Leslie Gentile, Becky Blair, 
    Charles Durnin, Alan Fox 
 
ABSENT: EXCUSED:  Melani Smith 
 
CHAIRMAN:    Phil Saumur 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Craig Beck, Director  
     Derek Burnham, Zoning Officer 

Jill Griffiths, Advance Planning 
Cuentin Jackson, Planner 
Angie Zetterquist, Planner 
Scott Kinsey, Planner 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Mike Mais, Assistant City Atty. 
     Marcia Gold, Minutes Clerk  
 
P L E D G E   O F   A L L E G I A N C E 
T
 
he pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Durnin. 

D I R E C T O R S   R E P O R T 
C
 
raig Beck welcomed new Commissioner Alan Fox.  

S W E A R I N G   O F   W I T N E S S E S 
 
R E G U L A R   A G E N D A 
 
1.  Application No. 0706-17 
 
 Applicant:  Terra Surveying c/o Randi Carl 

 Subject Site: 1002 Lewis Avenue (District 6) 
 
Cuentin Jackson presented the staff report recommending approval 
of the request since the subdivision would provide additional 
home ownership opportunities in the area. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Durnin regarding 
maintenance, Mr. Jackson stated that staff was looking at policy 
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changes to require conditioning of maintenance funding for 
conversions. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Blair regarding 
conversion fees, Mr. Beck noted that the City Council had not 
yet formally adopted a condominium conversion fee, but that it 
was included in the Conditions of Approval for future use, 
although actual fees would not yet be imposed. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Van Horik regarding the 
fence on the site, Derek Burnham stated that the part of the 
fence in the public right-of-way had to be removed unless an 
agreement could be reached with the Department of Public Works 
for its upkeep. 
  
Commissioner Blair moved to approve Tentative Tract Map No. 
69165 to convert six apartments into condominiums. Commissioner 
Van Horik seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. Commissioner 
Smith was absent. 
 
2.  Application No. 0802-04 
 
 Applicant:  John O’Brien, Brookfield Homes 

 Subject Site: 2013-2149 Atlantic Avenue (District 6) 
 
Angie Zetterquist presented the staff report recommending 
approval of the requests, since staff believes it will have a 
positive effect on the community and future development along 
the corridor. 
 
John O’Brien, Brookfield Homes, 2013-2149 Atlantic Avenue, 
applicant, stated they would be completing the final buildout 
themselves. 
 
Pat Brown, 5390 E. 8th Street, chair, Long Beach Housing 
Development Company, endorsed the project, saying that it would 
fill a niche in the district for moderate-income housing, while 
enhancing livability in the area. 
 
Mike Ruehle, 160 LaVerne, objected to the height variance 
request, saying that the code should be changed instead. 
 
Mr. Beck remarked that although 95% of all projects fall within 
current zoning codes, those that don’t are examined by staff, 
who felt the request was justified in this case, so that a 
tunnel effect would not be created along the block, while adding 
more character to the area with architectural features. 
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In response to a query from Commissioner Durnin, Mr. O’Brien 
confirmed that the units were earmarked for families with 
incomes meeting less than the area’s median-income levels. 
 
Chairman Saumur stated he was usually against any kind of height 
variance request, but in this case, he felt the project would be 
an asset to the community. 
 
Commissioner Blair moved to approve Tentative Tract Map, Site 
Plan Review and Standards Variance requests, and to certify 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 04-08 for a proposed 48-unit 
moderate-income housing development on a 2.64 acre site located 
in the PD-25 (Atlantic Avenue Planned Development District) 
zone. Commissioner Durnin seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
Commissioner Smith was absent. 
 
3.  Application No. 0807-16 
 
 Applicant:  City of Long Beach 

 Subject Site: Citywide 
 
Scott Kinsey presented the staff report recommending adoption of 
the recommended actions to increase awareness of public 
hearings. 
 
Jeff Miller, 158 Park Avenue, expressed support for the 
suggested changes to the ordinance, saying that increased 
noticing would help with variance requests. 
 
Pat Brown, 5390 E. 8th Street, permit processor, expressed 
opposition to the changes, saying they would impose 
substantially higher fees on applicants, and would clash with 
existing ABC requirements. 
 
Ericka Odom, 4239 Ladoga Avenue, Lakewood, mapmaker and zoning 
consultant, expressed concern that the increased radius would 
cause financial hardship, especially for smaller developers. 
 
Chas Belknap, 100 W. Broadway, mental health consultant, said he 
thought inclusive neighborhood meetings should be held to 
discuss the proposed changes.  
 
Joe Sopo, 3061 Armourdale, suggested even higher radiuses to 
promote transparency, along with emails and postcard mailings to 
reduce first-class postage costs. 
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Melinda Cotton, P. O. Box 3310, expressed support for the 
suggested changes, saying she felt it was important for the 
community, renters and owners alike, to be aware of area 
projects. Ms. Cotton read a letter from Jack Smith of Long Beach 
also in support of the staff recommendation and proposed poster. 
 
Mike Ruehle, 160 LaVerne, President, Belmont Shore Residents 
Association, said he felt the staff recommendation represented a 
reasonable compromise, and would publicize potentially 
unacceptable variance requests. 
 
Commissioner Fox commented that the community as a whole would 
benefit from these changes. 
 
Commissioner Van Horik stated she was in favor of the increases 
philosophically, but asked about increased costs. Mr. Beck 
stated that it depended on the project site and how many 
multiple-family units were around it, but that it would be 
billed to the applicant as part of the hearing fee. 
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Gentile regarding 
noticing through community associations, Mr. Burnham stated that 
upon receipt of an application, community groups and the Council 
were notified along with anyone who signed up for the noticing 
service. 
 
Commissioner Gentile expressed concern that the 750-foot figure 
had never been discussed and that it would be a large burden on 
an applicant, not as much with large projects but rather for 
single family residences. Ms. Gentile suggested that the radius 
size be tied to the size of the project.  
 
Commissioner Durnin said he thought most residents would throw 
out a flyer, but would be more likely to notice a laminated 
poster. 
 
Commissioner Blair remarked she thought these costs would be 
burdensome for developers, who continually pay extra costs for 
improving an area, and that the process should instead be 
streamlined. Ms. Blair said she felt the proposed regulations 
were inequitable and would lengthen the process, discouraging 
property owners from doing minor projects.  
 
Chairman Saumur said he liked the idea of notifying both 
landlords and tenants, and that postcards might be less 
expensive than flyers to mail. 
 

Long Beach Planning Commission Minutes            November 6, 2008 Page 4 



Commissioner Blair moved to adopt an increase in the noticing 
radius for property owners from 300 feet to 500 feet; to adopt 
the requirement to notify property owners only, not occupants; 
to change the radius measurement method to use the subject site 
boundaries instead of the far side of abutting public property 
or right-of-way; and to adopt a requirement for a 22” x 34” 
notice poster at subject sites, to be designed by staff. The 
motion failed for lack of a second. 
 
Commissioner Blair moved to adopt an increase in the noticing 
radius for property owners from 300 feet to 750 feet for a trial 
one-year period only; to adopt the requirement to notify 
property owners only, not occupants; to change the radius 
measurement method to use the subject site boundaries instead of 
the far side of abutting public property or right-of-way; and to 
adopt a requirement for a 22” x 34” notice poster at subject 
sites, to be designed by staff. Commissioner Van Horik seconded 
the motion, which failed 3-3, with Chairman Saumur and 
Commissioners Durnin and Gentile dissenting. 
 
Chairman Saumur moved to adopt an increase in the noticing 
radius for property owners from 300 feet to 500 feet; to adopt 
the requirement to notify occupants as well as property owners; 
to change the radius measurement method to use the subject site 
boundaries instead of the far side of abutting public property 
or right-of-way; and to adopt a requirement for a 22” x 34” 
notice poster at subject sites, to be designed by staff. 
Commissioner Gentile seconded the motion, which failed 3-3, with 
Commissioners Van Horik, Blair and Fox dissenting. 
 
Mr. Burnham noted in response to a query from Commissioner Van 
Horik that there had been strong input from the community that 
renters be notified as well, since there was a concern that a 
poster and notification to community groups and associations 
could not reach these people. 
 
Pat Brown, 5390 E. 8th Street, said it would be impossible to 
acquire the renter/occupant info, and suggested the City process 
the labels and notification, and charge the applicant later. 
 
Jeff Miller, 158 Park Avenue, pointed out that with a mere two 
weeks notice, community groups would have no time to notice 
their members, let alone have a discussion. 
 
Mike Ruehle, 160 LaVerne, said he thought public input should be 
considered in all height variance cases. 
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Melinda Cotton, P. O. Box 3310, said she felt the burden of 
notification should not be put on community groups and 
associations. 
 
Erika Odom, 4239 Ladoga Avenue, Lakewood, said that the standard 
notification radius in other cities was 500 feet, or about 2.5 
city blocks. 
 
Barbara Schuller, 2291 Grand Avenue, agreed that renters also 
had a right to know about neighborhood changes, especially since 
they probably were not represented by community groups or 
associations. 
 
Commissioner Van Horik said that she felt 750 feet was still 
excessive and outside of the norm, and thought a compromise of 
500-600 feet with a poster would be sufficient.  
 
Chairman Saumur summed up the general consensus that noticing in 
newspapers was ineffective. 
 
Commissioner Blair moved to adopt an increase in the noticing 
radius for property owners from 300 feet to 500 feet; to adopt 
the requirement to notify occupants (by apartment number, not 
renter name) as well as property owners; to change the radius 
measurement method to use the subject site boundaries instead of 
the far side of abutting public property or right-of-way; and to 
adopt a requirement for a 22” x 34” notice poster at subject 
sites, to be designed by staff. Commissioner Van Horik seconded 
the motion, which passed 5-1 with Commissioner Fox dissenting. 
  
R E P O R T   O N   O T H E R   D E P A R T M E N T    
M A T T E R S 
T
 
here were no reports on other Departmental Matters. 

M A T T E R S   F R O M   P L A N N I N G   C O M M I S S I O N 
M E M B E R S 
There were no reports from Planning Commission members. 
 
A D J O U R N M E N T 
The meeting adjourned at 7:22pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marcia Gold 
Minutes Clerk 
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