
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

October 19, 2006 
 
The regular meeting of the City Planning Commission convened Thursday, 
October 19, 2006 at 1:35 pm in the City Council Chambers, 333 W. Ocean 
Boulevard. 
 
PRESENT:  COMMISSIONERS:  Leslie Gentile, Matthew Jenkins, Nick 

Sramek, Charles Winn 
 
ABSENT:   COMMISSIONERS: Charles Greenberg, Mitchell Rouse, Morton 

Stuhlbarg  
 
CHAIRMAN: Leslie Gentile 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Suzanne Frick, Director 

Greg Carpenter, Planning Bureau Manager 
     Angela Reynolds, Advance Planning Officer 

Carolyn Bihn, Zoning Officer 
Jeff Winklepleck, Planner 
Steve Valdez, Planner  

     Heidi Eidson, Minutes Clerk 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Lisa Malmsten, Deputy City Attorney 
      

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Commissioner Winn led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
 
SWEARING OF WITNESSES 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Item #1A was pulled from the Consent Calendar and moved to the Regular 
Agenda. 
 
Commissioner Winn moved to approve Items 1B, 1C, and ID as presented 
by staff. Commissioner Jenkins seconded the motion which passed 4-0. 
Commissioners Greenberg, Rouse and Stuhlbarg were absent. 
 
 
 
 
 
1A. Case 0605-29, Conditional Use Permit, CE 06-101 
 

Applicant: Orange Rocket, LLC 
 c/o Melinda Byrd 

 Subject Site: 6640 Cherry Avenue (Council District 9) 
 Description: Conditional Use Permit to allow the operation of 

a 1,610 square foot check cashing/payday advance business in an 
existing retail center. 
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Moved to Regular Agenda. 
 
1B. Case No. 0608-10, Tentative Tract Map, CE 06-171 
 
 Applicant:  David Lines 
 Subject Site: 1760 Temple Avenue (Council District 4) 
 Description: Request for approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 

67762 to convert four (4) apartments into condominiums. 
 
Approved Tentative Tract Map No. 67762, subject to conditions. 
 
1C. Case No. 0607-09, Tentative Tract Map, CE 06-95 
 

Applicant: 318 Cherry LLC/SUBTEC 
 Robert Vargo, Representative 
Subject Site: 318 Cherry Avenue, (Council District 2) 
Description: Request for approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 
65589 to convert twelve (12) residential dwelling units of an 
existing apartment building into condominiums. 
 

Approved Tentative Tract Map No. 65589, subject to conditions.  
 
1D. Case No. 0606-25, Conditional Use Permit, CE 06-135 
 
 Applicant:  Royal Street Communications 
    Laton Fuller, Representative 
 Subject Site: 1455 W. Willow Street (Council District 7) 
 Description: Request for approval of a Conditional Use Permit 

to construct and maintain a ground-mounted cellular and personal 
communication services facility, consisting of a forty-five foot 
(45’) high monopole antenna structure designed as a palm tree 
with accessory equipment. 

 
Continued to November 16, 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
1A. Case 0605-29, Conditional Use Permit, CE 06-101 
 

Applicant: Orange Rocket, LLC 
 c/o Melinda Byrd 

 Subject Site: 6640 Cherry Avenue (Council District 9) 
 Description: Conditional Use Permit to allow the operation of 

a 1,610 square foot check cashing/payday advance business in an 
existing retail center. 

 
Jeff Winklepleck presented the staff report recommending approval of 
the project. The item had been continued from a prior meeting and 
staff was directed to prepare Findings and Conditions of Approval in 
support of the project. 
 
Pat Brown, applicant’s representative, stated that the applicant was 
in agreement with the conditions as presented. 
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Jesse Brown, 353 E. Plenty Street, stated that he was opposed to the 
project because he felt that it would invite crime due to its location 
and proximity to the 91 Freeway entrance. 
 
Commissioner Jenkins moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit 
request. Commissioner Winn seconded the motion which passed 4-0. 
Commissioners Greenberg, Rouse and Stuhlbarg were absent. 
 
 
2. Case No. 0602-06, Conditional Use Permit, Standards Variance, CE 

06-25 
 

Applicant: Pat Brown 
Subject Site: 85 W. Del Amo (Council District 8) 
Description: Request for approval of a Conditional Use Permit 
and Standards Variance to allow the operation of a childcare 
center with less than code required parking. 

 
Steven Valdez presented the staff report, recommending approval of the 
Conditional Use Permit request for a childcare center with 20 children 
instead of 31 as requested by applicant. 
 
Pat Brown, applicant’s representative, requested that the item be 
continued, as the applicant was unable to be present at the hearing.  
 
In response to a query from Commissioner Winn, Carolyne Bihn stated 
that she was not aware of any consistent complaints being received by 
the City regarding parking issues at childcare centers. She added that 
staff would provide further research into the issue when the item came 
back before the Commission. 
Ms. Bihn stated that staff recommended that the item be continued 
until the hearing of November 16, 2006. 
 
Jesse Brown, 353 E. Plenty Street, stated that he was opposed to the 
project because parking in the area is congested. 
 
Commissioner Jenkins moved to continue the item to November 16, 2006. 
Commissioner Sramek seconded the motion which passed 4-0. 
Commissioners Greenberg, Rouse and Stuhlbarg were absent. 
 
 
3. Case No. 0603-01, Tentative Tract Map, CE 06-33 
 

Applicant:  Pacific Property Assets 
   c/o ALS Consulting 

Subject Site: 1190 Newport Avenue (Council District 4) 
Description: Request for approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 
65798 for the conversion of nineteen (19) units into 
condominiums.  
 

Greg Carpenter stated that the applicant had requested that the item 
be continued until the hearing of November 2, 2006.  
 
Commissioner Jenkins moved to continue the item to November 2, 2006. 
Commissioner Sramek seconded the motion. 
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In response to a query from Commissioner Winn, Ms. Bihn stated that 
the Condominium Conversion Ordinance does not allow for a certain 
percentage of units under 450 square feet. She continued that another 
similar project would be coming to the Commission in the near future 
and that staff would recommend not approving the small units, but 
rather combining them.  
 
The question was called and the motion passed 4-0. Commissioners 
Greenberg, Rouse and Stuhlbarg were absent. 
 
MATTERS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
There were no matters from the audience. 
 
MATTERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND BUILDING 
 
Mr. Carpenter stated that the City Council had approved the amendment 
to PD-30 to adopt a loft district and they directed staff to add a 
definition of loft and also to establish minimum parking standards for 
re-use of commercial buildings to residential. They also requested 
that the Director of Planning and Building be able to waive the 
standard on a case by case basis. 
 
MATTERS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
There were no matters from the Planning Commission. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:05. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Heidi Eidson 
Minutes Clerk 
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